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Thanks to Amy from Nallan for capturing more of the incredible “beauty to behold” in our
magnificent Murchison region.

THIS PUBLICATION MAY, COULD, MIGHT, HAS OR WILL
OFFEND SOME PEOPLE.
Take life choices seriously.
Err on the side of caution and smile =)
Take a risk and laugh your head off.

Keeping you informed of what is happening in the Cue Community with
The Dryblower.
The Dryblower is a non-profit Community newspaper edited, printed,
produced and distributed by the Cue CRC.
Distribution Outlets for the Dryblower

Want to share something ?

This publication is not produced by the Cue Shire and
therefore any complaints /articles should be directed
to the Editor or the Cue CRC.





Bell & co, Cue Shire, Cue CRC
Queen of the Murchison B&B
Murchison Club Hotel
Cue Caravan Park
All editions of the Dryblower are available
electronically from either
cue.crc.net.au or cue.wa.gov.au
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Half page
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Quarter page
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Eight page
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All Advertising rates are incl. of GST

Disclaimer

Unable to collect your copy ?
Simply complete the form below and send it with
your remittance to:

The information in this publication is of a general
nature and does not necessarily reflect the views
of the CRC or its employees. While the editor will
Editor
attempt to publish all contributions submitted, I
“The Dryblower”
reserve the right to edit or refuse to publish any
contributions which may be considered
Cue CRC
Name………………………………………………………………………... defamatory or inappropriate. No liability shall be
incurred by the editor for any omissions or errors
in published articles and contributions.
Postal Address……………….………………………………………….
Date:………………………………………………………………………….
Subscription:…………...$24. 00 for 1 Year
Subscriptions are for a 12 month period

Disclaimer.
The information in this publication is of a general
nature and does not necessarily reflect the
views of the CRC or its employees.
While the editor will attempt to publish all
contributions submitted, I reserve the right to
edit or refuse to publish any contributions which
may be considered defamatory or inappropriate.
No liability shall be incurred by the editor for any
omissions or errors in published articles and
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Contact
CRC 72 Austin Street, Cue
P O Box 83 Cue
Phone: (08) 9963 1198
Fax: (08) 9963 1197
Email: cue@crc.net.au
Contributions, articles and advertisements must
be dropped in, posted, faxed or emailed to Cue
CRC by the last week of the month for publication
on the 7th of the following month.

From The CRC’;
As we are all aware 2018 is coming to an end, with 2019 just around the corner the
Editor, Committee and Staff would like to wish everyone a safe and joyful Christmas
and new year.
We would like to say a big well done to all of our local business’ including the Shire
and Shire workers for keeping the town well maintained all year round. We would
also like to say a big thank you to all the volunteers that have taken the time to help
the community throughout the year, without your help it was not possible for us to
deliver such high quality work in a limited period of time.
On a more serious note, If you are going away during the Christmas holiday please
make certain your car is correctly serviced and is road worthy, we cant afford to take
any risks and lose any lives especially during this time of the year. This season is
known as the “Silly Season” which means people are usually in a hurry to get to
places and not taking the safety of others seriously, especially speeding, drink driving,
drug use, using the phone while driving and not being properly secured by a seatbelt.
We look forward to making new exciting memories and experiences for the next year
and we wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all of us at the
CRC.

The content of this editorial does in no way reflect the views or opinions of the Shire of Cue, its
councillors or any of its staff. Responsibility for the information and views expressed in this editorial
lies entirely with the author.
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POLICE BEAT
Traffic
As mentioned previously, the District of Cue is probably one of the most traffic patrolled areas in
Western Australia’s Mid-west Gascoyne Region, yet we are still issuing speeding and other
infringements by the dozen. All this despite the numerous awareness adverts on TV, Radio and
Billboard advertising etc.

During this Christmas period in Western Australia, double demerit points for prescribed offences
will be applicable between 00:01 am on Friday 21 December 2018 and 23:59 pm on Sunday 6
January 2019.
The prescribed offences throughout this period are as follows:

Speeding;

Seatbelt offences pertaining to drivers;

Driving with a BAC of or above 0.05;

Presence of prescribed illicit drugs or fail to supply oral or blood sample;

Contravene a red traffic control signal;

Contravene a red traffic control arrow; and

The illegal use of mobile phones
Good people of Cue, please, please take heed of the above and please take your time and keep
your wits about you during your travels. Allow plenty of time for your journey and arrive alive
during this festive period. If you are intending to have a good drink ensure you have a
designated driver and that that driver is aware of his/her responsibilities or leave the car and
walk.

Crime
To date Cue has been fortunate that crime has not been too much of an issue for us. We do
however continue to have issues when out of towners from other communities visit Cue and
mostly due to a lack of respect for the community they are visiting.
During this festive season/school holidays, I ask that all community members remain vigilant and
secure your property, house and vehicle at all times. Don’t let someone else open your
Christmas presents.
We still have issues with persons on motor bikes and quads etc. driving in and around the town
site. For goodness sakes we are surrounded by bushland go wild there not in town.
Noisy music and inconsiderate anti-social behavior continue to be an issue when people have
parties and/or consume too much alcohol. As people tend to purchase the biggest, brightest and
loudest boom boxes they can find these days, the sound seems to reverberate around town and
that is not good for shift workers, tourists or persons looking for a quiet life. Spare a thought for
others and try to be a good neighbour. Just because you like hearing Tammy Wynette with the
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Community Policing
For those of you who are unaware we at Cue Police have a new Sergeant Officer in Charge,
Max Walker.
Max has done several stints as OIC in country positions and will serve this community well with
that in mind. Now Cue has three very handsome coppers! Please feel free to say Hi to him in
the passing or even feel free to drop in past the station to meet him. Apparently he doesn’t bite!
Again I ask that especially due to the time of year that we enjoy ourselves, take care of each
other and look out for one another. For some, this time of year may exacerbate the feeling of
loneliness or depression and a smiling faced “hello, how are you”, maybe all that is required to
cheer someone up and if you have a feeling that something isn’t right with someone you know,
as your gut feelings are often right, don’t be afraid to ask “R U OK?”
Please stay safe, enjoy your Christmas break and have a great New Year and best wishes to all
from Cue Police.

Quote of the month
“I started with nothing and I still have most of it.”
Senior Constable Martin REID
Cue Police Station
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SHIRE OF CUE
CHRISTMAS CLOSURE DATES
SHIRE OFFICE

The Shire Office will close at 12 Noon on Wednesday 19 December 2018 and will reopen at
9.00am on Thursday 3 January 2019

WORKS DEPARTMENT
The Works Department will close at 12 Noon on Friday 14 December 2018 and re-open at 6.00
am on Thursday 3 January 2019.
RUBBISH COLLECTION DAYS

Rubbish collection days for this period will be as follows:
Tuesday 18 December (commercial only)
Thursday 20 December
Monday 24 December (commercial only)
Thursday 27 December
Monday 31 December (commercial only)
Returns to normal days
EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS

Administration 0427 080 205
Works & Services 0472 805 005

We take this opportunity to wish you a very
Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.
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They were off and racing last Thursday evening the 1st November when RDA Midwest Gascoyne
in conjunction with the Cue CRC, and the Murchison Zone of WALGA Delegates hosted the
inaugural
Murchison Calcutta Cup at the Murchison Club Hotel Beer Garden.

With a crowd of appropriately 45-50 people who all joined in the fun of this creative networking
event where a whopping $700 was raised for the RFDS.
Alan Bradley DRD of RDA Midwest Gascoyne welcomed everyone to the sundowner and
introduced new Chair Yvonne Messina and Board member, Jenny Allen, CEO of Ngala and Colin
Bastow CEO, Shire of Wiluna.
The Murchison Cup was a recycled masterpiece fashioned by D-Trans in Geraldton, from an old
gas bottle with a flourish of horse shoes for handles for good measure!
Special thanks go to Marie Ireland and Susan Bell from D-Trans in Geraldton for all their creative
efforts.
It was polished to an inch of it life and proudly won by Vicki Blackmore with her horse “Bastow’s
Outback Boy”.
Coming in in second place was Norm Trenfield with ‘Sandstone Sensation, followed by Andrew
W with “Barbie Girl”
The horse race was a lot of fun and enjoyed by all and looks to be a possible event again with
next year’s November Local Government zone meeting, warmly referred to as ‘Cue Parliament’.
RDA Midwest Gascoyne would like to say a very warm thank-you to Ruth and the team of the
Cue CRC for all their great work & coordination with RSVP’s, the wonderful Murchison Hotel a
great venue to host a mock race and enjoy loads of delicious food and drinks!
Thank-you also must go to the Cue Shire for their support and the Murchison WALGA zone
delegates for coming along and ensuring the success of this networking event.
Special thanks to the Shire of Yalgoo President, Joanne Kanny, CEO Silvio Brenzi and Yalgoo
Works Forman Ray Pratt for coming to the rescue when Barbara Thompson RDA Midwest
Gascoyne and RDA Board member and Ngala CEO Jenny Allen were stranded because the
vehicle broke down!
Barb & Jenny still managed to arrive in Cue just in time to organise the running of the inaugural
Murchison Calcutta Cup!
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Holy grail: The 'bits and pieces' gold
rush gripping WA’s remote areas
The old timers in WA’s Murchison Goldfields reckon prospecting is a lot like going fishing; only
you never throw a catch away.
And the one big haul they are all talking about is a nugget worth an estimated $110,000 pulled
from the northern Goldfields above Kalgoorlie in September.
“I suppose that’s the holy grail for any of us,” prospector Peter Muir said, who’s searching the
ground around Cue, a gold mining town about six hundred kilometres north-east of Perth.
“You’re always after that big fish. But the thing is you can’t count on that.”
The 3.23kg specimen contained 68 troy ounces or 2.11kg of gold and was dug up by a retired
man who didn’t want to be named.
But while these kinds of discoveries get plenty of
attention, Mr Muir said the real game pulling
thousands of people from far and wide to WA is a
bit more slow and steady.
“We go out and find little bits. One or two grams,
here and there a few bigger ones. But that all
adds up. It’s like a treasure hunt.”

Striking it rich
The prospectors in Cue are a mixed bunch of curious amateurs, weathered veterans and
happy-go-lucky chancers from all over WA and Australia. Some just have a swag and an old ute,
while others have top of the line four wheel drives and caravans. But when it comes to searching
for gold, they are
all relatively
equal, armed with
maps, jewellers
loupes, pick axes
and metal
detectors.

14

“I’ve had the same metal detector for fifteen years,” Jill Muir said, wife of Peter and a long-time
gold prospector. “I could get a new one, but this one’s got a lot of luck in it.”
“A few years ago I detected a twelve ounce nugget (about 373 grams) from the ground, about four
kilometres from Cue with this detector.
“We were out with some aunties and uncles and they sat down to have a cup of tea and a chat at
the camp, and I just thought ‘I can’t just sit here for this’ and so I went out with the detector.
“I was just a few metres away when I heard it – a big whoosh sound in the earphones. And then
my uncle came over and he dug it out.
“I put it in my pocket and my pants nearly fell down it was so heavy. Slept with it under my pillow
till we could offload it.”
The Muirs sell most of their gold to the Perth Mint, with the twelve-ounce nugget Jill found fetching
about $19,000.
And though he wouldn’t say how much they’ve earned prospecting over the years, Mr Muir said
the “bits and pieces” they find are reward enough.

Land rich in history
Gold has been plucked from the ground around Cue since the early 1890s when the first
prospectors arrived.
The most famous gold seeker is perhaps Herbert Hoover, the 31st
President of the United States, who came to the region as a young
man to assist at several mines including Big Bell, a gold rush
settlement that’s now a ghost town.
The landscape around Cue is starkly beautiful, with low scrub and red
dirt flowing around shallow hills and rocky outcrops smoothed by
thousands of years of wind and rain. The most dramatic of these is
Walga Rock, an immense monolith five kilometres in circumference
that seems to hum with a peculiar energy as you approach it, as
though it’s the focal point for the millions of years that have shaped
the land. And in the lee of its rocky sides is a gallery of Aboriginal rock
paintings, the largest of its type in WA, with images of animals, a tall
ship, and the people who valued the land long before others came
looing for gold.
Violet Muir is going strong at
92, still prospecting for gold.

Joining Peter Muir on the hunt for gold is his mother, Violet, who’s still swinging her trusty metal
detector at 92 years of age. She says prospecting can be meditative, and over the decades she’s
learned just to have a go and see what happens.
“Being out here just walking around, looking and listening, some days it’s hard and you
think ‘oh why am I doing this?’ But it’s fun in the end. It’s just a stunning country
sometimes.”
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A Miner’s Right
While it’s never been as gold rich as the areas around Kalgoorlie, the Murchison Goldfields are a
major centre for prospectors and there are a number of active mine sites in the area.
This mix of paid professionals and entrepreneurial amateurs circling the same ground has produced
a tolerant culture, as long as the rules are kept to.
Some mine sites and leaseholders allow prospectors to come onto their land to look for gold
provided they log their hours and report their findings.
But woe-betide the prospector who looks where they shouldn’t, with fines of up to $150,000 against
individuals caught out of bounds.
“We check this as often as we can and get it updated as often as we can,” Peter Muir says, looking
at a “Tengraph” map as he sets up gear for another day’s hunt.
Tengraph maps are produced by WA’s Department of Mines to show “a current and accurate
picture of land under mining activity,” and Peter said he wouldn’t prospect without one.
“We’ve been checked a few times by the gold squad, just to see what we’re doing. Never had any
trouble, but they’re like the chaps from fisheries, you know? Ever on the look out.”
Most prospectors are happy to swap yarns about how many grams they found that day or complain
about a dry strike. But others are a lot more secretive, understandable given what’s at stake.
‘Oh, it’s certainly competitive,” said Bruce, a prospector from Perth who came back to the Goldfields
after a three year battle with cancer.
“A few years back, I won’t say who, but there was a fella who used to sit up on the lookout hill with a
pair of binoculars and have a look at where everyone else was going. Not that that helped much.”

Walga Rock is etched with some of the oldest Aboriginal Art
One evening as dusk settled a wild wind picked up over the land around Cue, flensing huge strips of
red dust into the air. And while most prospectors busied themselves tying down the awnings of their
caravans or putting in an extra tent peg or two, one veteran headed out on a quad bike, winking as
he passed by.

“Always got to have a go. You never
know, do you?”

Rock art paintings at Walga Rock.
David Allan-Petale is a writer and travel blogger exploring Australia with his family. You can follow
their adventures at www.double-barrelledtravel.com.
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The Council seeks nominations from the community members as to whom you believe should
be selected for this honour.
If you know someone who has
Significant contribution to the Cue Community
Demonstrated leadership on a community issue resulting in the enhancement of community
life
A significant initiative which has brought about positive change and added value to
community life
Inspiring qualities as a role model for the community
Then please come into the Shire Office and pick up a nomination form.
The nominations will then be considered by the Council at the Ordinary Meeting held on 18
December 2018.
Accordingly nominations will close at 4:00pm, Friday 14th of December 2018.
Thank you
Rob Madson
Chief Executive Officer
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Dairy Wells Creek that fed water in to Lake
Austin. Headwaters is north east of
Livingstone St. Weds 14th.

Day Dawn Railway Dam that also fed
water in to Lake Austin. Headwaters is
Austin St. Fri 16th. The dam had
overflowed.

Subject; Lake Austin following the rains on Remembrance Day 2018.
Location of the photos is from Lakeside Causeway on Lakeside road.
Photographer acknowledgement: Geoff Barritt, Dairy Wells.
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Cue was able to receive a bit of rain over the past couple weeks,
flooding the streets of our historical town bringing life back into our
gardens and lakes.

Photos supplied by John Hall and
Udo Kaschner.
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PHOTOS SUPPLIED BY
JESSICA PEARCE

If anyone has any photos of around our beautiful
Murchison region along with a caption please send
them to the CRC email address at cue@crc.net.au
and we will be happy to include them in our
Monthly Dryblower.
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Have you had your say on the draft WA Country Ambulance
Strategy? It makes 19 recommendations aimed at supporting
WA’s country ambulance services into the future. Find out more
and provide your feedback by 10 December here:
https://wacountryambulance.com.au
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Cue

2nd January 2018 1PM - 3PM
Cue Community Resource Centre - Old Post Office

Karen 9216 8194
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OPEN
The Cue CRC book exchange.
Come in and browse the range,

Where: the Cue CRC 72 Austin Street Cue
Any time while open
Opening hours: 8.30-3.30

The Library will be closed
on the following dates
19th Dec - 2nd Jan
Reopens on the
3rd of January.
Please call the Shire office
on 99638600 for more
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Cue Primary School would like to thank Cue community for the wonderful support they received
throughout the year.
We work closely with businesses and community agencies to provide the best outcomes for our
students.
Shire of Cue

The Shire has generously supported the school this year with:
Support of time and talents from the Coordinator Community Development, Janelle
Allowing our students to participate in stories and activities led by Cue Librarian, Steph.
Use of the Shire Bus to enable our students to participate in interschool sporting events and
local outings.
Cue Community Resource Centre
Offering programs, goods and support to the school.
A big thank you goes to the CRC staff and committee for their support.
Nursing Post
Ongoing support of the staff and students over the last year.
Thank you to all at the Nursing Post
Cue Senior Citizens
Donated funds to support our school camp and the Cuerosity Op Shop
Help fund an op shop visit by the students teaching them money skills and the value of money.
Thank you for your ongoing support of our school
Cue Police
Visits to the school which sometimes includes being part of our assemblies
Supporting special events such as Naidoc Week and the athletics carnival.
Judging our creative craft competition which included a variety of robots
Giving advice to the school in a friendly and helpful manner

School Council, Finance Committee and Volunteers
Last but not least, thanks you to our School Council, Finance Committee and the volunteers
who support the school’s administration, events, activities and fundraising.
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Remembrance
Day 2018
What a wonderful attendance for our Remembrance Day Service. All morning we had
torrential rain and it looked like the service was going to be held under the front
veranda of the Shire office. Then it happened, at 10.45am the skies cleared and the
sun shone. The rain held off for the entire service which was very much welcomed.
The lovely service was conducted by Cue Primary School Principal, Cathy Jones.
Thank you to the children from Cue Primary School for the very creative wreath that
was laid.
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Lest We Forget
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ITS TIME.
The time has come to say good-bye after ten great years in Cue,
Kath and I have enjoyed our time detecting most days it is true,
But nothing compares to the friendships we have made in this
delightful little town, it saddens us no end to leave you all,
and with that we do not jest,
But as we are getting on a bit ,we think that it is best,
The fact that all our family is 5000 kays away,
it is a long drive to get there you cannot do it in a day.
So its farewell for now and we are sad to go, as we wont be back in May.
Thank you all for the care and attention we have enjoyed during our stay,
we wish you all health and happiness and we will miss CUE every day
Brian Notting.
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Calling all talented and inspired artists in Cue—we need you!!
QFest is looking to update its logo for the event and we are seeking your ideas and
designs to create a new look.
There is a $100 prize for the winning entry.
Above is the original design—and there are some guidelines around what the new
logo should look like—





The logo should use the colours of the Murchison—gold, red, ochre, orange,
yellow and similar
It has the name QFest in it
It has ‘Celebrating Diversity’ incorporated into it somewhere
No offensive images or wording

Entries can be sent to Janet Wicks at info@qfest.com.au or you can drop in a paper
design at the Shire office by December 21st 2018.
Winning entry will be selected by the QFest committee by January 10th 2019.
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CUE HEALTH
CENTRE
Victoria Street
Cue WA 6640
Tel: 9963 0100

Murchison Dental

December 2018
R.F.D.S GP Clinic
Podiatrist
Physiotherapist
ICDC
Child Health

For appointments
PH: 0427386647
11th Dec

Meekatharra

-

Mt Magnet

10th Dec

For appointment 0427386647

-

Grams

Please enquire as above dates
are subject to change

5th Dec

FLU VAC Have STARTED

AMBULANCE
POLICE
FIRE BRIGADE
PHONE:

000

FOR AFTER HOURS NURSE
PHONE: 99630100

REMEMBER
ALL EMERGENCIES
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RECYCLERECYCLERECYCLE
The Cue CRC is your local place to RECYCLE your ink cartridges
Just bring them in and put them in the recycling box, we then
send the full bag to Planet Ark for processing.
We have been doing this small bit for the environment for over
7 years, and will continue for as long as we can.
If you have any other recycling ideas please come and tell us.
We are located in the Old Post Office building, 72 Austin Street
Cue.
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Has started

decanfrost@westnet.com.au
P.O. Box 183, Mount Magnet
Mount Magnet Cue Yalgoo
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Meekatharra Sandstone

Ray Irvine

28.12.

Katrina Reece

13.12.

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

dECEMBER
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

3
DOT
Coming to
Cue.
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27

28

29

Christmas
Eve
30

31
New Years
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January 2019
1
New Years
Day
6
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3
DOT Coming Circuit
to Cue.
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