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Hi All, 

 

First of all, have you seen the Sturt Desert Peas blooming outside the Cue CRC building? We 

are fortunate to have a spectacular display of flowers this year, adding a vibrant splash of col-

our to our streetscape. The plants are thriving, and with plenty more blooms still to come, the 

display is only going to get better in the weeks ahead. If you haven't had a chance to see 

them yet, be sure to take a look the next time you're passing by.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In July, we held our monthly Community Market Day, featuring six market stalls and a          

delicious pancake breakfast. With limited space available, I initially wondered how we would 

fit everyone in, but with a little creativity and planning, everything came together perfectly. 

The market attracted a great turnout of both   

stallholders and community members, creating a 

lively and welcoming atmosphere. All of our   

stallholders were able to sell some of their     

products, earn a little extra income, and connect 

with customers. Most importantly, the event    

provided another wonderful opportunity for our 

community to come together, support local    

makers, and enjoy a morning of social connection. 
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Julie Humphreys 
Manager 

Our recent resin workshop, which used clear resin and liquid pigments to create decorative 

coasters, was extremely well received by participants. Attendees had the opportunity to learn 

a new craft, explore their creativity, and take home their own unique creations. The workshop 

was enjoyed by everyone involved, and we have already received several enquiries about    

future resin craft sessions. Due to the strong interest, we are planning another resin workshop 

in the coming months, so keep an eye out for upcoming announcements. 

During the month, we were also pleased to host the Shire of Cue Seniors Morning Tea, 

providing a welcoming opportunity for local seniors to connect and socialise. 

The Cue CRC continued to support the community through visits from a range of service    

providers, including the Department of Transport, NDIS, and Services Australia. We also wel-

comed a drop-in visit from Knowmore Legal Service, who were able to assist a client on the 

day. 

Looking ahead to August, we will once again host the Seniors Morning Tea and are excited to 

be holding our Community Market Day on the 22nd of August. If you would like to have a 

stall at the market, please contact the Cue CRC to secure your booking. We look forward to 

seeing another great community turnout. 
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Welcome to Cue 

Whether you are a long-term resident, a new arrival, or one of the many visitors travelling 
through our region, I would like to extend a warm welcome to the Shire of Cue. Our community 
is proud of its rich history, strong sense of community spirit, and unique outback lifestyle. We 
hope visitors enjoy everything our district has to offer, including our heritage streetscapes and 
local attractions.  
 
For those heading out into the bush or goldfields, please remember to travel safely, carry     
appropriate supplies, and let someone know your travel plans. We want everyone to enjoy 
their time in Cue and return home safely.  Up-to-date road condition information is available on 
the Shire website at www.cue.wa.gov.au/roadreport.  
 
Austin Street Historic Signs 
Several additional historically inspired shopfront signs, researched, created and painted by 
Kaboom Toons, have been finalised and installed. 
 
The signs draw on traditional designs, colours and lettering styles, reflecting Cue’s history and 
creating a more unified and attractive streetscape along Austin Street. This project forms part 
of the Shire’s ongoing efforts to preserve the Cue’s historic character while supporting        
economic growth through tourism and community engagement.  
 
We look forward to welcoming Jason and Felicity back to Cue later this year to explore opportunities for 
future work including a mural and additional signage. 

http://www.cue.wa.gov.au/roadreport
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Stormco 
Volunteers from Stormco visited Cue from 6 July to 10 July, delivering a daily school holiday program 
featuring crafts, stories, games, face painting, puppets and sporting activities, as well as spending 
some time volunteering around town. On Thursday 9 July, they hosted a community BBQ at 
the Shire Hall, where CEO Richard Towell presented them with a certificate of appreciation, a 
small gesture in recognition of their ongoing service and contribution to the Cue community.  

NAIDOC Campfire on Country 
On Wednesday 8 July, Cue celebrated NAIDOC Week with a Campfire on Country. Roo tails, johnny 
cakes and damper, all traditionally cooked on the campfire were the highlights on the menu, with salads, 
kangaroo rissoles and cake also on offer. It was wonderful to see people of all ages come together to 
yarn, connect and celebrate NAIDOC Week in such a welcoming atmosphere. A special thank you 
goes to Gina and Bev for their valuable assistance during the afternoon. 
 
Cue Youth Centre  

Cue Youth recently welcomed a busload of young people from Meekatharra for a friendly    
basketball afternoon in Cue. The event provided a great opportunity for the two communities 
to come together, with plenty of enthusiasm, teamwork and friendly competition on the court. 

Adding an unexpected international flavour to the afternoon, a visiting tour group also joined in 
the game. The group included travellers from across the globe, many of whom enjoyed their 
first-ever Australian sausage sizzle right here in Cue and judging by the number who returned 
for seconds, it was a great success. 
 
With over 50 people in attendance, Meekatharra Youth Care has expressed strong interest in 
making these games a regular occurrence, and we look forward to creating more opportunities 
for the young people of Cue and Meekatharra to connect through sport. 
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A team from the Western Australian Centre for Rural Health (WACRH) also visited Cue during 
the school holidays, providing a three day program incorporating speech pathology and       
occupational therapy into fun activities for the kids.  
 
Local Government Extraordinary Election 
An Extraordinary Election will be held on Thursday 24 September to fill one vacancy on    
Council, with the term expiring on 16 October 2027.  
 
Nominations open on Tuesday 4 August and close at 4:00pm on Tuesday 11 August. 
 
Further information on nomination requirements can be found on the Call for Nominations          
notice, by contacting the Returning Officer, Stephanie Wandek, via email 
LGXro_Cue@elections.wa.gov.au or phone 0459 416 473, or the Western Australian Electoral 
Commission on 13 63 06.  
 
Special Council Meeting 
A Special Council Meeting was held on 7 July to consider responses received to three         
Requests for Quote advertised through the WALGA Vendor Panel. 
 
The quote submitted by HC Construction for Masonic Lodge Stage 2 works was accepted by 
Council, as was the quote they submitted for renovation and repair works at Bell’s Emporium. 
HC Construction are currently finalising the Masonic Lodge Stage 1 works and will remain in 
Cue to commence this newly awarded work.  
 
A quote submitted by Catwest for asphalt surfacing works at the intersection of Lakeside Road 
and Miners Pass as well as a section of Beringarra Road was also accepted at the meeting.   

mailto:LGXro_Cue@elections.wa.gov.au
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Community Reminders 
Dog and cat owners are reminded of their obligations to keep their pets contained within the 
boundaries of their property. Pets must be on a leash while walking. Please be considerate of 
others as it can be quite confronting to be approached by an unknown dog while out walking. 
The Shire Ranger visits the area frequently and will take action against unrestrained pets in 
public places. This may result in a financial penalty to the owner. The only authorised area 
within the townsite where dogs are permitted to be exercised off leash is the town oval. It is 
your responsibility to control and look after your pets. 
 
Mosquito fogging operations may be undertaken when weather conditions allow. Residents 
are asked to check their properties and remove any potential mosquito breeding areas, by 
emptying containers holding water, ensuring gutters are not holding water and checking yards 
for areas that hold water. 

Upcoming Events 2026 

• Tuesday 18 August - Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge 

• Thursday 10 September – Aliwah Bardinar 

 

Lisa Keen  
Acting Chief Executive Officer, Shire of Cue 

Next Ordinary Council Meeting 

• Tuesday 18 August 2026 at 6.00pm 



12 

 

 



13 

 

  

 

  
  

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 CHANGE OF COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  
  
  
  

Please be advised that the 

Ordinary Meeting of Council scheduled for 

Tuesday 15 September 2026 has been rescheduled to 

  
Tuesday 22 September 2026 

  
to be held in the Council Chambers, 73 Austin Street, Cue commencing at 

6.00pm. 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
Lisa Keen 

Acting Chief Executive Officer 
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Hi ‘Dryblower’ Readers.  
 
The new year is underway, and Council has been busy with the 2026/2027 Budget and the 
setting of rates for the forthcoming year.  
 
With a number of new projects in the pipeline 2026/2027 is going to be a busy year.  
 
On 1 July I attended the Western Australian Local Government Association (‘WALGA’) State 
Council meeting. As is usual practice, State Council held  its Strategic Forum which preceded 
the main meeting and provides an opportunity for Councillors to listen to presentations from 
various stakeholders on issues that are impacting the Local Government Sector. 
 
The Commissioner for Fire and Emergency Services, Daren Klemm, provided an update on 
key topics that included:- 

• Resourcing and Capacity for bushfire mitigation. 

• Local Government Grants Scheme reform and effective funding for Bush Fire Brigades. 

• Emergency  Services legislation 

• Work health and safety obligations for Bush Fire Brigade Volunteers, noting the           
significant resourcing and capacity constraints. 

• Changes proposed by the Australian Government to the Disaster Recovery Funding    
Arrangements.  

  
 
The Forum also received a presentation from Nudge CEO, Mairead Connolly. Nudge is a     
not-for-profit that gives personalised advice and tailored support to young people looking to 
kickstart their careers and employers looking for trainees to participate in traineeship work. Of 
importance, Mairead provided an overview on how Nudge could work with Local Government. 
 
The Forum also considered proposed amendments to WALGA’s Corporate Governance   
Charter following a workshop designed to thoroughly review and update the Charter where 
necessary. For the most part, there was consensus amongst participants with a few additional 
amendments being put forward, which again received general support. 
 
President Mark Irwin and WALGA CEO Nick Sloan each provided a report on their current    
activities. Mark has continued to be a proactive leader of WALGA and is always open to     
suggestions and ideas to advance the cause of Local Government while Nick is heavily        
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invested in the sector and continues to advocate for Local Government on the many issues 
that come before the Association.  
 
The State Council meeting then considered a number of matters which included:- 
 

Developing a Climate Change Advocacy Position. Climate Change has been somewhat of a 
contentious issue with the net zero target by 2050 set by the Federal Government being    
considered by some to be  an unattainable goal. State Council agreed that WALGA will       
advocate to the Australian and Western Australian Governments to: 

• Provide the necessary climate leadership, coordination and action to ensure an orderly 
transition to achieve emission reduction targets and address the impacts of climate 
change. 

• Ensure that Local Government has the funding, guidance and practical support required 
to meet increasing risk and expanded legislative requirements to plan for, mitigate and 
adapt to climate 

• impacts. 
 
State Council considered and approved the Train Stations Precinct Advocacy Position and 
supports s a coordinated approach to the planning and development of train station precincts 
that is transport-orientated, place  responsive and provides for increased housing density and 
diversity. 
 
State Council approved a submission in response to the Department of Local Government, 
Industry Regulation and Safety (LGIRS) opened consultation on the second statutory review of 
the Cat Act 
2011 (the Cat Act). The submission identifies the need to consolidate the Cat Act and Dog Act 
1976 and strengthen compliance provisions, clarifying definitions of owned and unowned cats, 
developing a Model Cart Local Law, limiting cat numbers, and lowering the age of sterilisation. 
 
On 13 July I attended the Environment Advisory Group Meeting. The environment portfolio is 
very demanding and covers a wide range of activity which includes:- 

• Planning and Building 

• Environment and Waste 
 
Some of the more significant issues considered by the team centred on:- 

• Planning and Building Performance Monitoring Projects across Local Governments     
designed to collect a range of data on Local Government planning and building           
regulatory functions and seeks to provide a representative and evidence based analysis 
of the performance of the sector.  

• Submission on Exposure Draft of the National Environmental Standard for Matters of  

National Environmental Significance (MNES). The Australian Government is developing 
five (5) new National Environmental Standards as part of its reforms to the Environment 
Protection and Biosecurity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). WALGA’s submission 
provides general support with key recommendations focusing on establishing a robust 
bilateral process with jurisdictions.  

• Submission on Proposed Restrictions For Second Generation Anticoagulant                

Rodenticides. The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) is            
proposing to declare certain rodenticides as restricted chemical products. WALGA’s   
submission calls for a review of emergency use permits, clarification of authorised user 
eligibility and a Government led public education program on best practice pest control.  
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• The H5N1 strain of the contagious bird flu has now hit Australian shores with many     

cases being reported here in Westen Australia. The disease has been caused by        
migratory birds that have rested on our shores during times of offshore storms which   
interrupted the migration pattern. This is the same strain that has caused mass mortality 
in poultry, wild birds and sea mammals in other countries. At this stage there is no       
evidence of spread to other wildlife or poultry in Australia.  As of July 30, 2026, there is 
no evidence of H5N1 bird flu spreading to commercial poultry, captive birds, or other   
livestock anywhere in Australia. Detections remain limited to a small number of wild   
seabirds (such as giant petrels and terns), with no signs of mass wildlife impacts. 

 
The meeting also considered the shortage of building surveyors in the Local Government  
Sector being amongst the hardest positions to fill. WALGA is advocating in discussions with 
State Government Agencies and Ministers to increase recruitment into the building surveyor 
profession, including funding for support education and professional development particularly 
focusing on ensuring the Advanced Diploma of Building Surveying TAFE course is                
established. 
 
 
 

In the hope of easing the housing shortage the Western Australian Government recently      
announced significant reforms to the Residential Design Codes (R-Codes) to modernise the 
planning framework and include:- 

• Enabling development and subdivision potential from 900 square metre blocks to 700 
square metres. 

• Reducing statutory timeframes for single house approval to 30 and 60 days. 

• Extending the scope of exemptions to reduce the number of development applications. 

• Removing minimum parking requirements for apartments and granny flats. 

 
I also attended a Joint Environment and Governance Policy Teams Meeting to discuss the 
submission on the Cat Act Review, which was considered and approved by State Council as 
outlined above. Cats are a major threat to many species of fauna with some species on the 
verge of extinction. Control of these animals is critical if we are to preserve wildlife.  
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Council held its monthly forum on 14 July and received a report from Acting CEO Lisa Keen 
on the activities of the Shire. The Forum received a report on the various projects underway 
within the Shire which included:- 
 

• The Old Goal - this project has ben ongoing for some time with a few remaining tasks to 

be completed. 

• Painting to be finalised.  

• Doors to be repaired- Shutters to be addressed. 

• Original hinges to be retained.  

• Hinge installation and finalisation to be completed. 
Masonic Lodge - Phase 1  of this project is progressing well with tiling, inner walls and interior 
sheeting is well underway. White goods and benches have arrived and lock up stage almost 
completed.  
Transfer Station - A review is being undertaken to ensure the  Cue Landfill is EPA compliant. 
This includes:- 
Asbestos Management File - Recording sheets and process when dealing with asbestos and 
clinical waste at Cue Landfill site. 
Daily Recording File - Record keeping and return process of all vehicles utilising the Cue 
Landfill site. Management and Regulation File - Outlining EPA (Landfill) Regulations, Shire of 
Cue Management and Rehabilitation Plan, also including current outstanding actions. 
65 Austin Street Building (main street of Cue) - Work is progressing with this project with 
roof trusses having been erected in the southern shop. The electrical power box and earth 
lines have been re-connected and are awaiting Horizon inspection. The aged floorboards are 
being processed for laying. 
Bell’s Emporium - Roof replacement has begun on the building with the rear shed now 
cleaned out ready for work inside the Emporium. The rear of the building has been cleaned up 
and the inside progressing. 

On 17 July a Special Meeting of Council was held to consider the following quotations:- 
Masonic Lodge Stage 2 - Renovation and repair works to the existing structure. 
Bell’s Emporium - Renovation and repair works to the existing structure on Tenancy 1 and 
Tenancy 2. 
Asphalt Surfacing Works - Maintenance and upgrade of various sections of the Shire’s road 
network. 
 
Council agreed to accept the quotation from HC Construction Services Pty Ltd for the Masonic 
Lodge at a cost of $774,018.20 (including GST) and for Bell’s emporium at a cost of 
$549,714.00 (including GST) with work on both projects to commence very soon. 
Council also accepted the quote from Catwest  for $422,095.30 to undertake work on various 
parts of the Shire’s road network. 
 
On completion of the Masonic Lodge and Bell’s Emporium Cue will have further strengthened 
its reputation for maintaining valuable historic buildings.  
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Shire President 
Les Price 

 

Council held its monthly meeting on 21 July 2026 with a minimal number of matters to be    
considered. 
Council resolved to reschedule the meeting date on 15 September to 22 September,         
commencing at 6.00pm. The proposed change is required due to elected members              
attendance at the 2026 WALGA Local Government Convention being held between 16-18 
September 2026. 
The revised meeting date will be published on the Shire of Cue’s official website and             
advertised to the community. All other Ordinary Council Meeting dates adopted by Council on 
16 September 2025 will remain unchanged. 
 
There are a number of other matters afoot which will come before Council in due course which 
are currently being handled by the CEO, MR. Richard Towell who is away on annual leave. 
 
The usual financial reports were presented to Council, and it was resolved to receive the        
payments for the period 1 June 2026 - 30 June 2026 and the monthly Financial Reports. The 
Agenda and Minutes of the meeting can be located using the following link:- 
 
https://www.cue.wa.gov.au/council-meetings/ordinary-council-meeting/ordinary-council-
meeting/147 
 
Readers, as usual, I welcome your views on any matter you consider important and am open 
to hearing any suggestions you might like to see in my monthly ‘Dryblower’ article. It is          
important you are aware of the constant flow of activity that comes with running a Council and 
our interactions with WALGA, where we are represented at the State and Federal level of 
Government. It is essential we work together as a community for the betterment of the town, 
you as residents and those visitors who stay  in or simply pass through Cue. 
 
Please feel free to contact myself or any of the other Councillors if you have a matter you need 
to bring to the attention of Council and the Administration. Council is always looking to the 
community to provide input into the future direction of our town.  
 
The Shire administration is still considering the design of a new entry statement for 
Cue….it’s time to modernise and update! Thanks to those readers who have submitted 
a design for consideration, and for others there is still some time left for you to make a 
contribution. We welcomed all suggestions! 
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LOGIC PUZZLE 

CLUES 
1) The patchwork quilt wasn't sewn by Darlene. 

2) Of Gertrude's quilt and the 60 inches creation, one is made with batik and the other uses 

the Lone Star pattern. 

3) The 72 inches creation isn't made with silk. 

4) The patchwork quilt is made with silk 

5) Carol's creation is 12 inches larger than the batik quilt. 

6) The flying geese creation isn't made with batik. 

7) The 48 inch quilt is made with cotton. 

8) The log cabin quilt is 12 inches larger than the batik quilt. 

9) The 72 inch quilt, the calico quilt, and the log cabin quilt are three different quilts. 

10) The batik quilt is 24 inches smaller than Faye's creation. 
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SUDOKU  

   2. 

1. 
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August 2026 

RFDS: 

 
RFDS dates for   
August were       

unavailable at time 
of print. Please   

contact the Nursing 
Post. 
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 July Answers 
LOGIC PUZZLE 

SUDOKU PUZZLE 
1. 

2. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

30 31     1 

       

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

       

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

  Census     

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

  Puppet     

Theatre 

 

Council  

Meeting 

   Markets 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

     Seniors    

Morning Tea 

 

August 
2026 
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