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Cue's only dedicated news resource on what's
happening in and around Cue.




The Dryblower

This community newsletter produced and distributed
by the Cue Community Resource Centre. All editions
are available in hard copy through listed distribution

outlets and electronically on the Shire of Cue and Cue

CRC websites.

DISTRIBUTION OUTLETS ADVERTISEMENT COSTS

Cue CRC B & W Colour
Shire of Cue Full Page $30.00 $60.00

Tourist Park
Cue Roadhouse 1/2 Page $15.00 $30.00

Queen of the Murchison 1/4 Page $10.00 $20.00

DISCLAIMER
The information and personal views in this publication do
not necessarily reflect the views of the Cue CRC or its
employees. No liability shall be incurred for any omissions
or errors in published articles or contributions.
This publication is produced and published by the Cue
CRC and any complaints should be directed to the CRC
management.
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Resource Cue CRC

—2, Centre 72 Austin St, Cue WA 6640

PH: 08 9963 1198
E: info@cuecrc.net.au
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Ihe Dryblower

Unable to collect your copy of The Dryblower?

Fill in the form below and send it with your remittance.
Or phone or email the Cue CRC and we can organise
an invoice sent to you.

CONTACT DETAILS

Cue CRC
72 Austin St, Cue WA 6640
PH: 08 9963 1198
E: info@cuecrc.netau

Community Resource Centre
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info@cuecrc.net.au 08 9963 1198

Gue GRC Report

First, we acknowledge with sadness the passing of Ross Pigdon in April. The Cue CRC
Management, Staff and Committee extend our sincere condolences and express our great
sadness at his passing. He will be deeply missed by many in our community. Rest in Peace,
Ross.

Hi All,

APRIL Activities

April was another busy month at Cue CRC, with a range of creative and community activities
taking place.

We held two popular sublimation workshops: one featuring notebooks and paperclips, and
the other creating colour-changing mugs. Participants also had the chance to use our new 3D
Sublimation Heat Press for the very first time while making the mugs, which was an exciting
milestone for the Centre.

Due to scheduling conflicts, we made the difficult decision to cancel the April Markets.
Unfortunately, this was the second market cancelled this year, but we remain hopeful that the
May Markets will go ahead — fingers crossed!

Unfortunately, there was no interest in our first Games Night for the year. We are now asking
community members to register their interest in future events so we can better plan activities
and staff time.

A highlight of the month was our first-ever DIY Pizza Lunch, which was a huge success. We
look forward to hosting more similar interactive lunch events in the future. Next month we
will be holding a DIY Nacho Lunch, so keep an eye out for advertisements.

We also held a Tourist Park sausage sizzle on 29 April, which was very well supported and a
great success.

MAY Activities
May is shaping up to be another exciting month, with plenty happening at Cue CRC. Please
keep an eye out for advertisements in this issue of the Dryblower and posted around town.

¢ Craft Group every Wednesday ¢ Resin Workshop
¢ Mother's Day Morning Tea ¢ Community Markets
+ Games Night ¢ DIY Nacho Lunch

Cue
Community Resource Centre
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CUe HERITAGE
CENTRE

The original town hall was bought from the Australian Workers Union for £150.
Called the Worker's Hall and the Amalgamated Workers Association Building. It
was lit with power from the Cue One Goldmine and later was powered from the
town supply.

The town hall was destroyed by fire during a thunderstorm on the 4th of March,
1955.

Below is an excerpt from Just a Century Ago, A History of the Shire of Cue' pg
109,110 by P.R Heydon

'The fire was noticed about 3:55 am, when the Cue Volunteer Fire Brigade
sounded the alarm. A severe flash and thunder clap occurred about 3:45 am and
this is believed to be the cause of the fire. Ironically a heavy downpour started
around the same time and lasted towards 5:00 am, water was flowing
everywhere, yet this rain had little effect on the fire, it did help to prevent damage
to fences, screens and trees.

A claim was later signed on behalf of the Board for a sum of £2727 for buildings,
furniture and a piano that were claimed in the fire. The large change room at the
closed Big Bell Mine was purchased by the Board it was to be dismantled and
brought to Cue to replace the burnt down hall.’
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shire@cuewa.gov.au 08 ggb3 8600

From the GEQ

Vale Councillor Ross Pigdon

The Shire of Cue acknowledges with deep sadness the passing of Deputy Shire President,
Councillor Ross Pigdon, who passed away on 9 April 2026.

Ross Pigdon was well known as the owner of Bell & Co and dedicated many years of
committed service to the Shire of Cue and the wider community, leaving a legacy of
leadership, integrity and community pride.

Ross was first elected as Deputy Shire President in 1999 - 2005, quickly establishing himself
as a strong advocate for the Shire and its residents. Ross then had a break from Council until
being elected in 2015, and voted as Shire President, a role he held with distinction until his
retirement from Council in 2023. During this period, Ross provided steady leadership through
times of change and growth, always guided by a deep respect for Cue’s history and its future.

At an extraordinary election in 2024, Ross answered the call to serve once more and was
relelected as a Councillor. In 2025, his fellow Councillors elected him as Deputy Shire
President, recognising his experience, sound judgement and unwavering commitment to local
government.

A longlistanding member of Cue, Ross was deeply connected to the community he served.
His strong appreciation for Cue’s history and people underpinned his approach to local
government and his commitment to ensuring a resilient and sustainable future for the district.

The Shire of Cue extends its sincere condolences to Ross’s family, friends and loved ones. He
will be remembered with gratitude and respect for the significant contribution he made to the
Shire and its community.
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Welcome to Cue

We’re delighted to welcome visitors to our Shire. Whether you're exploring our heritage
streets, enjoying the local landscapes, or trying your hand at gold prospecting, we hope you
feel right at home during your stay. For those heading out to the goldfields, please remember
to put safety first: share your travel plans, carry ample water and supplies, be mindful of active
mining leases and check weather and for up-to-date road conditions check our website
www.cue.wa.gov.au/roadreport/. For anyone travelling long distances, Cue currently has relia-
ble fuel supplies. Our community values both adventure and wellbeing, and we want every
prospector and traveller to enjoy a safe, memorable experience here in Cue.

Cue has great facilities for travellers. The Cue Tourist Park offers powered and unpowered
sites, and there are other accommodation options in town including the Cue Motel, Murchison
Club Hotel and the Queen of the Murchison Guest House. If you’re travelling self(Icontained,
the Shire provides a free 48 1hour RV area, along with a handy day stop opposite the Cue
Community Visitors Centre where you can park, enjoy the gardens and seating, and top up
with potable water making your stay easy and well supported.

Anzac Day

Around 200 people gathered in the early morning light for Cue’s Dawn ANZAC Service, includ-
ing local families, community groups, Shire representatives, a sea of hi-vis workers and visi-
tors. The service was conducted by Shire President Les Price, who led a respectful and heart-
felt commemoration of those who served including the late Deputy Shire President Ross
Pigdon. After the ceremony, attendees made their way to the Murchison Club Hotel, where a
community breakfast was waiting, including a few people continuing tradition with a “gunfire
coffee,” adding a splash of rum to their morning brew as they shared stories and reflected on
the day.

Masonic Lodge

Stage One works at the Masonic Lodge continue to move ahead steadily and have now
reached an important milestone, with the roof sheeting completed. This is a significant and
clearly visible step forward in the project’s delivery, bringing the build closer to being fully
weather(tight and ready for the next phase of works.
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Town Developments

As part of the Austin Street Heritage Project, Jason and Felicity Trevenen of Kaboom Toons
are back in town to continue the work on bringing history back to life on Austin Street. As part
of the Heritage Project, eight new historically inspired shopfront signs have now been
installed, with more to come, reflecting businesses from Cue’s early commercial days.
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It is disappointing to see the amount of disruption in town recently. We encourage everyone
to stay alert, secure your property, and report any suspicious activity to Police. Working
together helps keep Cue safe and welcoming for all.

Dog and cat owners are reminded of their obligations to keep their pets contained within the
boundaries of their property. Pets must be on a leash while walking. Please be considerate
of others as it can be quite confronting to be approached by an unknown dog while out
walking. The Shire Ranger visits the area frequently and will take action against unrestrained
pets in public places. This may result in a financial penalty to the owner. The only authorised
area within the townsite where dogs are

permitted to be exercised off leash is the town oval. It is your responsibility to control and
look after your pets.

Mosquito fogging operations may be undertaken when weather conditions allow. Residents
are asked to check their properties and remove any potential mosquito breeding areas, by
emptying containers holding water, ensuring gutters are not holding water and checking
yards for areas that hold water.

Upcoming Events 2026

® Wednesday 27 May — CATALPA: Flight to Freedom
Friday 29 May — Seniors Morning Tea

Friday 12 June — Boogie Bingo

Friday 26 June — Seniors Morning Tea

Thursday 30 July — Goldilocks Rocks

Richard Towell
Chief Executive Officer, Shire of Cue

Next Ordinary Council Meeting
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SENIOR’S
MORNING -

o CUE CRC - 72 AUSTIN ST
Q 10AM ONWARDS

@ FRIDAY 29TH MAY 2026

Come down for a cake and a cuppa!

For more information or to make a
booking, please call the Shire of Cue.

Ph: 08 9963 8600

Shire of
‘ | Queen of the Murchison
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Come to the
CRC and enjoy
some games.
Please contact
to book a seat.

BYO drinks

72 Austin Street
For more info contact us on: ke i y{ Department of
08 9963 1198 or email ; " 9 Primary Industries and
. L il Regional Development
info@cuecrc.net.au e ——

GOVERNMENT OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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Hi ‘Dryblower’ Readers.

April was a hectic month at both the Cue Shire level as well as at the Western Australian Local
Government Association (‘WALGA’) level. April will also be remembered as a sad month as
we learned on 9 April 2026 of the passing of local businessman and Shire Councillor, Ross
William Pigdon.

WALGA held its bimonthly Information Forum on 1 April 2026. WALGA CEO. Mr. Nick Sloan
presented an update on the Fuel Security concerns raging across the country. Whilst several
service stations across the State were struggling to get supply, most Local Governments have
been able to manage to receive deliveries but have had to cut back on some operational
activities.

Cue has not been impacted to the extent of some other Local Governments; we have been
fortunate to have had a continuous supply of fuel. Some of the larger regional distributors
have been able to deliver fuel whilst the smaller independent suppliers have been struggling
to get fuel to their clients. The price of both diesel and petrol have slowly come down, and it is
hoped that this price drop will continue.

| attended WALGA'’s Selection Committee Meeting on 7 April where State Road Funds to
Local Government Advisory Committee (SAC) nominations were considered and
recommendations were made for consideration by the Minister.

On 8 April | attended a meeting of the Murchison Regional Vermin Council (‘MRVC’), of which
the Shire of Cue is a member. CEO Geoff Brookes has done an outstanding job in managing
the affairs of the MRVC and provided a review of the finances of the Council and operational
matters going forward.

One of the main discussion items was the ongoing maintenance of the new vermin cell, which
is the main function of the MRVC. The MRVC is a small Regional Council stablished in 1963
with the prime function of constructing and maintaining a vermin proof fence for the protection
of livestock. At the moment the concentration is around wild dogs which have decimated the
sheep and wool industry in the Southern Rangelands. Successful pastoral businesses have a
direct impact on local businesses, not to mention the economic value to the State of Western
Australia. Therefore, the MRVC has a key role to play in controlling the incursion of wild dogs
and other vermin.

On Friday of each week |, along with other regional State Councillors, attend a WALGA/State
Government convened Fuel Security Meeting where Fuel Security State Controller, Rob
Cossart provides insights from Local Governments that directly inform statewide fuel security
and resilience planning.

Council held its monthly Forum on 14 April which provides the Administration and Councillors
the opportunity to discuss all aspects of Shire activities, proposed and ongoing projects and
progress on operational matters.

| attended WALGA’s Honours Panel meeting on 15 April to consider the annual Local
Government awards in recognition of the contribution both elected members and officers have
made to Local Government across the State. This year we had 78 nominations across 5
categories to consider.
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Councillors were invited to attend the Sundowner on 16 April which was held at the WA Bank
Building This event is the precursor to the ‘Cue Parliament’ and provides Councillors and
those who attend the opportunity to network with representatives from organisations like
Regional Development Australia Mid-West Gascoyne, Mid West Development Commission,
Westgold Resources Ltd, Main Roads Geraldton, DFES, WACHS, Water Corporation,
Barminco and local business identities. Representatives from the National and Liberal Parties
were also present to engage with the region and the many others who attended the event.

Newly elected WALGA President Mark Irwin and CEO Nick Sloan enjoyed the change of pace
from their hectic Local Government activities and attended the Sundowner along with CEO’s
and Presidents from our six (6) Local Governments who make up the Murchison County Zone
of WALGA.

Thanks also go to the Cue Shire Staff for preparing the evening cuisine and making the
evening a huge success.

On 17 April the CEO, Richard Towell and | attended the April 2026 meeting of the Murchison
Country Zone (‘Cue Parliament’) which was held in the Cue Sire Council Chambers.
Representative from our six (6) Murchison Shires of Meekatharra, Yalgoo, Sandstone, Cue
and Mt. Magnet and the Shire of Murchison converged on Cue to discuss issues which impact
our local shires and the region in general. The meeting was attended by members of
Parliament with Hon Neil Thomson MLC, and Hon Shane Love MLA both providing the
meeting with an insight into the activities of the Federal and State Governments. Representa-
tives from various Departments including DFES, MRD, WACHS, Regional Development
Australia Mid-West Gascoyne, Water Corporation and Mid-West Development Commission
made themselves available.

As usual, the Cue Shire Staff worked tirelessly to make the event a huge success. Thanks
also to Helen and staff at the Murchison Club Hotel for putting on the lunch. Rossco
Foulkes-Taylor from the Shire of Murchison chaired another successful meeting for the
Murchison Country Zone of WALGA.
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On 18 April Cr. Jacquie Lacy, Cr. Julie Humphreys, CEO Richard Towell and | attended a
Governance & CEO Performance Review Training Session hosted by the Shire of Mt. Magnet.
The workshop was conducted by Anthony Quahe, Principal Partner in Civic Legal, who
provided the meeting with an overview of the roles and responsibilities of Councillors and
CEO’s along with a detailed review of some of the more recent changes to the Local
Government Act 1995 that is now impacting the way we operate. Anthony also provided all
attending Councillors with a run down on those areas we are to consider when undertaking the

CEO Performance Review.

—

Shire Council held its usual formal monthly meeting on 21 April where Councillors elected Cr.
Ron Hogben as the new Deputy Shire President. We congratulate Ron on his election and
thank those who nominated for the position. With the recent passing of former Deputy Shire
President Ross Pigdon, an election for the vacant seat around the table will be held at some
time in the future. This would present a perfect opportunity for readers to consider nominating
for the role.

A further Selection Panel meeting was held on 21 April where nominations were considered
for positions on Local Health Authorities Analytical Committee (LHAAC) and WA Local
Government Grants Commission (Country Urban - Cities or Towns).

| attended the ANZAC Dawn Service on 25 April where we were fortunate to have two
relatives of Arthur Stanley Gurney VC in Kevin Clues (great nephew) and Lorraine Button
(great niece) lay a wreath in his honour and for those men and women who lost their lives in
the pursuit of freedom for our country. The service has been growing in popularity over recent
years with over 200 braving the early morning start. Following the service approximately 80
enjoyed a hearty breakfast put on by Helen from the Murchison Club Hotel.
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Ross William Pigdon

Ross was one of the very long time residents of Cue with family, business, Cue Shire Council
and regional connections. Ross was proud of Cue, and he didn’t mind letting outsiders know
of Cue’s history and his allegiance to a town he grew up in, lived in and worked in.

Ross dedicated many years of committed service to the Shire of Cue and the wider
community, leaving a legacy of leadership, integrity and community pride. Ross was first
elected as a Councillor and Deputy Shire President in 1999 where he served until 2005,
quickly establishing himself as a strong advocate for the Shire and its residents. Ross then
had a break from Council until being re-elected in 2015, and voted in as Shire President, a role
he held with distinction until his retirement from Council in 2023. During this period, Ross
provided steady leadership through times of change and growth, always guided by a deep
respect for Cue’s history and its future.

At an extraordinary election in 2024, Ross was re-elected as a Councillor. In a further election
in 2025, his fellow Councillors elected him as Deputy Shire President, recognising his
experience, sound judgement and unwavering commitment to local government.

A notable achievement during Ross’s time as President of the Shire of Cue was the successful
purchase of the Masonic Lodge from the National Trust. This is a significant building and was
dear to his heart. Ross was the last of the official members of the Cue Lodge living in Cue.

During Ross’s time on the Cue Shire Council, he was an active Councillor on the Murchison
Regional Vermin Council (‘MRVC’) where he imparted his extensive local knowledge and
assisted in the positive pathway the MRVC has gone down today. His experiences in working
on Madoonga Station for Roy Murphy gave him an invaluable insight into the impacts on
livestock of vermin and feral animals, particularly wild dogs. This knowledge he brought to the
MRVC table.

Ross was also an active Cue Shire Council Elected Member delegate on the Murchison
Country Zone of the Western Australian Local Government Association (‘WALGA’). Ross
participated in many ‘Cue Parliaments’ (as the Zone meeting was affectionately referred to)
and always with a focus on the Regional benefits surrounding our six (6) member Councils of
Mt. Magnet, Sandstone, Meekatharra, Yalgoo, Murchison and Cue.

Ross had a broad sense of focus and responsibility realising in this time of a dwindling
regional population and limited political representation that a unified approach would achieve
much more for the region than a singular Local Government focus.

On behalf of the Shire of Cue Council, the Murchison Regional Vermin Council and the
Murchison Country Zone of WALGA, | extend our sincere thanks to Ross for his selfless
contribution, all of which was for the betterment of Cue and the surrounding region.
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He will be remembered with gratitude and respect for the significant contribution he made to
the town of Cue, the Shire and its community.

Vale, Deputy President, Ross Willam Pigdon
9 April 2026

Readers, as usual, | welcome your views on any matter you consider important and am open
to hearing any suggestions you might like to see in my monthly ‘Dryblower’ article. It is im-
portant you are aware of the constant flow of activity that comes with running a Council and
our interactions with WALGA, where we are represented at the State and Federal level of
Government. It is essential we work together as a community for the betterment of the town,
you as residents and those visitors who stay in or simply pass through Cue.

Please feel free to contact myself or any of the other Councillors if you have a matter you need

to bring to the attention of Council and the Administration. Council is always looking to the
community to provide input into the future direction of our town.

A final reminder to consider the design of a new entry statement for Cue....it’s time to
update!

Shire President
Les Price
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SHIRE OF CUE

ROAD REPORT

Up to date road reports are on the
Shire of Cue website, link below:

cue.wa.gov.au/roadreport/
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One person Helmets Age Bell or verbal
per device required requirement warning
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Lights and Maximum Power No travel
reflectors speed output on roads
required
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9:30am to
[1:30am STALL HOLDERS INFO:

2 trestles provided FREE,
3 or more trestles will incur
a small fee.

Book your stall by contacting
Croudly supported b
the Cue CRC now on: g ppertedty
" Ezrrf:rr;?rqzlzfstries and

(08) 9963 1198 or flle/} Frimany industries and
info@cuecrc.net.au ESTENALSTRA

AUSTRALIA
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Courage...tenacity...daring and a shipload of adventure!
The incredible true story of the most
audacious prison break in Australia's history

DATE: 27 May

TIME: 6.30pm
E s WA e

Chlldren under 18 must be : ap\ied,by\ari adult.




GET DOWN WITH SONGS
INSTEAD OF NUMEERS

FRI1A=2 JUNE |ISTART GSOPM

FREE EVENT

MAY CONTAIN OFFENSIVE LANGUAGE

EYO DRINIK AND NIEELES - CUE SHIRE HALL
CONTACT SHIRE OF CUE FOR EOOKINGS 9963 8600




MT MAGNET

a% https://www.playhq.com/afl/register/62al133

Any questions please email
cecilia.kelly@gsac.org.au




Cue
Community Resource Centre
®
GCommunity
s opgo
Twilight

Join us at the Cue CRC for Twilight
Markets & live music by Geoff Udy.
A sausage sizzle will be provided
for a small donation.

Please contact us to book a stall or
RSVP.

Kids must be accompanied by an
adult.

72 Austin Street
. Department of
For more info contact us on: Primary Industries and
08 9963 1198 or email ‘ | Regional Development

info@cuecrc.net.au TR AT
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1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

6)

7)
8)

Class Sizes

Room Numbers Class Sizes Classes
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The Arabic class starts 4 hours after the course in room 215.

The class in room 120 starts 2 hours before the course in room 322.

The class with 22 students starts 4 hours after the Finnish Class.

The Japanese class doesn’t have 22 students.

Of the Finnish class and the 1:00 pm class, one is in room 322 and the other has 17
students.

The five classes are the Polish class, the class in room 215, the course with 15 students,
the 1:00 pm class and the course in room 201.

The course with 13 students starts 2 hours before the class in room 201.

The class in room 405 starts at 3:00 pm.
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Do you have a passion for helping others during their time
of need? Become a vital part of the Cue Ambulance
Volunteer Team. They're legends; and we're looking for
more of them.

Help make your community stronger and join our team
of Ambulance Volunteers today.

@ St John Volunteer




ONLINE

Why Volunteer with St John WA?

You'll Join a Supportive Team: Flexible Scheduling:

Our ambulance volunteer team We understand that your time is
is a close-knit group of compassionate  5juable. so flexible scheduling

individuals who share your options are offered to accommodate

commitment to making a difference. R
your availability.

Save Lives: Learn Valuable Skills:

Provide medical care and
transportation to your local

community. Your quick response
and expertise can make learn essential life-saving skills in

all the difference in saving lives. an inclusive and friendly environment.

Our dedicated programs provide
you with full training. You will

If your interested in supporting your local ambulance service

Contact St John Cue on
0437681562 or email cue@stjohnwa.com.au.
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Visiting Cue from Monday 18th May 2026 to
Wednesday 27th May 2026.

Contact for appointments:

Phone: 0427 386 647
Email: MeekatharraGDC@health.wa.gov.au




RFDS dates for May

were unavailable at

time of print. Please

contact the Nursing
Post.

Dates were correct at time of print.
Please contact the Nursing Post to
confirm dates (08) 9963 0100.
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EMERGENCY SERVICES

Fire & Rescue, Ambulance & Police
In case of emergency please call

000




Flight Times First Names Holidays

1:30 PM|Demetrius Fathers Day Fly Orchid

2:00 PM|Claudia Valentine's Day Cooktown Orchid

4:30 PM |Salvador Christmas Pigeon Orchid

7:30 PM|Talia All Saints Day Calypso Orchid
11:30 PM|Dakota Memorial Day Tiger Orchid
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

SATURDAY

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Craft Group
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Mothers Day | Mothers Day Craft Group Group
Morning Tea Workshop
Games Night
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Council Craft Group Markets
Meeting
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Craft Group DIY Nacho Senior
Lunch Morning Tea
Catalpa
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= Communlty Resource Centre
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0PENING HOURS

Monday to Friday
900am to 4:00pm

Saturday
900am to 1200pm

Sunday & Public Holidays
CLOSED

PLEASE NOTE: Children must be accompanied by an adult
for admittance
Pets not allowed.

fcE23{ Department of
m 4 Primary Industries and
Jl.7 1| Regional Development

Proudly supported by: w
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