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Julie Humphreys 
Manager 

Hello Cue, 

 

March was a busy month for the Cue CRC. I took some much needed annual leave at the     

beginning of the month and hit the ground running when I returned.  

We hosted two sublimation 1 on 1 workshops,  weekly craft group.. Unfortunately due to lack 

of interest we decided to cancel the Group Sublimation Workshop. Also due to Cyclone 

Narelle we decided to cancel the Cue Community Markets. 

 

In April we’re even busier with the usual with the weekly Craft Group, two sublimation group    

workshop, two sublimation 1 on 1 workshops, DIY Pizza Day and Community Markets plus 

we’re doing a Tourist Park Sausage Sizzle and a Games Night. 

Please also note we are going to be charging a small fee for our sublimation workshops. This 

will help cover costs. 

 

There are also several public holidays in April and the CRC will be closed for those. We have 

Good Friday, Easter Saturday, Easter Saturday public holiday, ANZAC Day and ANZAC Day 

public holiday.  

 

The Cue Community Resource Centre wishes everyone a safe and happy Easter break 
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Arthur  Stanley Gurney, clerk and soldier, was born on 15 December 1908 at Day 
Dawn, on the Murchison goldfields, Western Australia, fourth of five children of 
George Gurney, miner, and his wife Jane, née Roberts, both from South Australia. 
Educated at the local state school and at Stott's Business College, Perth, Stan   
began work with a real-estate agent. From June 1927 he was employed as a clerk 
and meter-fixer with the City of Perth Electricity and Gas Department. An              
enthusiastic cyclist, he won a number of road-races and officiated at fixtures     
conducted by the League of Western Australian Wheelmen. 
 
Quiet and unassuming, Gurney stated that he was an Anglican when he enlisted 
on 6 December 1940 in the Australian Imperial Force. In July 1941 he embarked for 

the Middle East and on 12 September joined the 2nd/48th Battalion at Tobruk, Libya; the 2nd/48th was 
sent to Palestine in October and to Syria in January 1942. 
 
As part of the 26th Brigade, 9th Division, the battalion was deployed to Egypt in June to meet the threat 
posed by Axis forces pushing east towards El Alamein. Tel el Eisa lay approximately 16 km to the west, 
near the coast. The division was ordered to mount an attack on 22 July; the 2nd/48th's role was to capture 
Tel el Eisa Ridge. Major General Sir Leslie Morshead protested to the British commander-in-chief, General 
Sir Claude Auchinleck, that the plan was ill-conceived, pointing out that inadequate support would be 
provided. Because the 26th Brigade had to hold its existing ground, the 2nd/24th and 2nd/48th battalions 
could each spare only two companies for the assault and these would lack reinforcements. Yet the       
operation went ahead. 
 
The 2nd/48th's 'D' Company, with Private Gurney in No.17 Platoon, crossed its start-line about 6.00 a.m. 
on 22 July, came under intense fire and began to take heavy casualties. Using a captured post as a          
fire-support position, 17 Platoon pushed on. Gurney carried a cumbersome Boyes anti-tank rifle. His    
platoon commander, Lieutenant Jim Wearing-Smith, recalled: 'Stan came up to me and I said, ''For Christ 
sake drop that bloody Boyes, you'll do better with a rifle!"' Within the next few moments Wearing-Smith 
was critically wounded and the platoon sergeant was killed. Carrying a rifle and bayonet, Gurney rushed 
over open ground through a hail of fire, bayoneted three Germans and captured their machine-gun post. 
He then charged a second emplacement, bayoneted two of the enemy and sent back one prisoner. While 
preparing to attack a third post, he was blown off his feet by a grenade burst. Undeterred, he stormed the 
position. His comrades saw him 'using the bayonet with great vigour' before he disappeared from view 
and was killed. 

 

Gurney's body was found and buried in El Alamein war cemetery; he was posthumously awarded the    
Victoria Cross. In 1994 his family presented it to the Australian War Memorial, Canberra. The Stan Gurney 
V.C. Memorial Bike Race, held annually in Western Australia, commemorates him.  

Information obtained from The Australian Dictionary of Biography 
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Due to Cyclone Narelle, the town experienced an influx of concerned travellers seeking a safe 

place to shelter while weather conditions impacted the region. Cue provided a welcome refuge 

during this period, with approximately 40 caravans arriving and staying overnight on Thursday, 

27 March 2026 with some extending their stay. 

 

On Friday, 27 March 2026, I attended the Seniors Morning Tea kindly hosted by the Cue   

Community Resource Centre. It was wonderful to see our Seniors coming together and       

enjoying morning tea, which was supplied by the Shire of Cue. The room was filled with lively 

discussions and a strong sense of community connection. 

 

At the Ordinary Council meeting held on Tuesday 17 March 2026, Council awarded the     

Concrete Pathway tender to WA Concrete. The project will deliver a new concrete pathway 

along Patterson Street and the remaining section of Wittenoom Street, including a connecting 

leader pathway to the Railway Building. Construction works are scheduled for completion by 

30 June 2026. This project made possible by grant funding provided by the WA Bicycle      

Network and Department of Transport. 

Pastor Geoff Van Schie has resumed his regular “Flying Visits” to Cue Primary School, where 

he has been a valued part of the community for over 10 years. Proudly supported by the Shire 

of Cue, these visits continue to provide encouragement and positive engagement for students 

and staff. 

With regards to the “Cue Entry Statement” this is the last month for you to submit your      

opinions, ideas or designs on whether we keep our current entry statement, or should we have 

a new design that better reflects our local history. We encourage all community members to 

share their thoughts and ideas. Please see the “Have Your Say” article in the April edition of 

the Dryblower. 

 

Works at the Masonic Lodge are progressing well. Electrical and plumbing works have been 

undertaken, and all preparations have been completed in readiness for roof sheeting to be  

fitted once weather conditions permit. 

 

Our Anzac Day Dawn Service will be held at Arthur Gurney Park (next to Shire Admin         

building) commencing at 6:00am on Saturday 25 April 2026. Following the service a free 

breakfast will be served at the Murchison Club Hotel. 

 

Ongoing uncertainty with fuel deliveries has required the Shire to scale back parts of its                

roadworks program. While some works will be delayed, the Shire will continue to carry out   

essential maintenance such as grading, pothole repairs, and road signage to ensure road 

safety. 
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To everyone travelling on roads in the Shire of Cue, please drive to conditions, slow down and 
observe any traffic management directions. For up-to-date road conditions, please check our 
website for the latest information www.cue.wa.gov.au/roadreport/.   
 

Dog and cat owners are reminded of their obligations to keep their pets contained within the 

boundaries of their property. Pets must be on a leash while walking. Please be considerate of 

others as it can be quite confronting to be approached by an unknown dog while out walking. 

The Shire Ranger visits the area frequently and will take action against unrestrained pets in 

public places. This may result in a financial penalty to the owner. The only authorised area 

within the townsite where dogs are permitted to be exercised off-leash is the town oval. It is 

your responsibility to control and look after your pets. 
 

Upcoming Events 2026 

• Tuesday 31 March – Easter Eggstravaganza 

• Tuesday 21 April  – Boogie Bounce 

• Saturday 25 April – Anzac Day Dawn Service 

• Wednesday 27 May – CATALPA: Flight to Freedom 

• Friday 12 June – Boogie Bingo 

 

Next Ordinary Council Meeting 

• Tuesday 21 April 2026 at 6.00pm 

http://www.cue.wa.gov.au/roadreport/
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Hi ‘Dryblower’ Readers.  
 
The year is very much underway, and a lot is on the agenda that is likely to impact Local    
Governments and their communities across the State.  
 
With the retirement of President Karen Chappel (Shire of Morawa) and Deputy President Paul 
Kelly (Town of Claremont) the Westen Australian Local Government Association (‘WALGA’) 
has elected Mayor Mark Irwin (City of Stirling) as President and Deputy President Chris       
Antonio (Shire of Northam) of the Association at its meeting of State Councillors held on 4 
March 2026. 
 
Nominations for President were received from (6) State Councillors from Metropolitan Zones 
while three (3) nominations from Country Zones were received for the position of Deputy   
President. These roles are critical to furthering the relationship with the State Government and 
advocating for the sector on many issues impacting communities across the State.  
 
Newly elected President, Mark Irwin thanked the outgoing President for her dedication and 
loyal service to the Local Government sector in Western Australia. Karen leaves the            
organisation in a sound financial position along with the many successful negotiated outcomes 
she managed to achieve whilst she was in the Chair.     
 
Both Mark and Chis were well supported by State Council and from what I have already seen 
and heard our Association is in good hands. Developing sound relationships with the State 
Government and other stakeholders while advocating strongly on matters that impact and   
affect Local Government and their communities across State requires a fine balancing act. 
This is no more evident than when the WALGA’s advocacy position is in conflict with that of 
the State Government and other Departments and Agencies.  

WALGA  
Deputy President 

Chris Antonio 
(Shire of Northam) 

WALGA President 
Mayor Mark Irwin 
(City of Stirling) 
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President, Mark Irwin  

• WALGA President Mark Irwin was born and raised in Scarborough and was first elected 
as a Councillor for the City of Stirling in 2015 and has served as Mayor since 2017.  

• President Irwin has a deep understanding of WALGA having previously served on    
WALGA State Council from 2021-2023, before being re-elected as a Zone Delegate of 
the WALGA Northern Metropolitan Zone and to State Council in 2025. 

• President Irwin holds a degree in science from UWA, a Diploma in Management, and 
has completed both the Berkeley Executive Leadership Program and is a Graduate of 
the Australian Institute of Company Directors Course.  

• He has previously served on government and community boards, most notably as     
President of Surf Life Saving WA and currently on the board of Warriapendi Primary 
School.  

• Across his career, President Irwin has forged strong relationships with Local, State and 
Federal Governments, demonstrating an ongoing commitment to leadership and       
community service. 

 
Deputy President, Chris Antonio  
Deputy President Chris Antonio is a respected regional leader committed to strengthening 
community outcomes across Western Australia. First elected as a Councillor for the Shire of 
Northam in 2015, he has served as Shire President since 2017. 

• In addition to being a WALGA State Councillor since 2023, and a Director of LGIS,     
Deputy President Antonio also serves on the District Leadership Group for the 
Avon‑Midland Zone and represents WALGA on the State Road Funds to Local         
Government Advisory Committee.  

• Deputy President Antonio holds a Bachelor of Business (Agriculture), is a graduate of the 
Australian Institute of Company Directors, and holds Diplomas and Graduate Diplomas in 
Local Government, Financial Planning, and Business Financial Management. 

• Deputy President Antonio has more than 20 years of experience in Agribusiness          
Finance, having worked with a major Australian Bank as a specialist, and is a Sessional 
University Lecturer, specialising in Agribusiness Business Planning and Risk             
Management. 

 
Both Mark and Chris are acutely aware of the issues facing regional and remote Local       
Governments and their communities and will be mindful of the need to provide leadership and 
support where political representation and sparse populations often mean our voice is not 
heard. 
 
Aside from election the President and Deputy President of WALGA on 4

 
March 2026 State 

Council confirmed a number of items that were previously considered by State Council by way 
of a Flying Minute. These included:- 

• The 2026-2027 State Budget Submission. 

• Select Committee into Land Development and Planning. 

• Statutory Review of the Work Health and Safety Act 2020 - WALGA Submission. 

• Draft State Waste Strategy - WALGA Submission. 

• Inquiry into Local Government Funding and Fiscal Sustainability. 

• Sector Consultation - Compulsory and Voluntary Voting and Election Frequency. 
 
Flying Minutes are items are of an urgent nature that are considered by State Councillors 
where time does not permit an ‘in person’ meeting. Minutes are prepared by WALGA and sent 
to each State Councillor for recommendation. All Flying Minutes are then ratified at the next 
State Council meeting. 
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Newly appointed Local Government Inspector Tony Brown delivered a presentation on his role 
with a focus on Conduct and Compliance. Whilst the majority of Local Governments operate 
smoothly and with efficiency there are some where there is conflict between Councillors as 
well as with the Administration where there are compliance concerns. Tony has the power to 
appoint a Monitor to go in and deal with the various issues of a Local Government. 
 
As Chair of the Environment Policy Team I provided a report to State Council covering issues 
which included:- 

• Transit Oriented Development and Planning around 10 metropolitan train stations        
designed to ensure sound planning and development around urban infill. 

• A report on Renewable Energy Community Benefits Plan covering wind, solar and       
batteries designed to provide financial support for Local Governments and their         
communities. 

• A Climate Change Discussion Paper designed to develop an Advocacy Position around 
the Federal and State Governments push to attain ‘Net Zero’ targets by 2050. Not all   
Local Governments are in support of the target which is unlikely to be met. The cost to 
achieve this target is likely to impact all Local Governments and their communities. 

• A report on Water Management Discussion Paper designed to deliver water security for 
all Western Australians. Service Delivery, Clearing Permits, Public Open Space and 
Planning for Water are the main issues under Consideration. 

• The Urban Greening Strategy for the Perth/Peel Region was announced whereby it is 
hoped that there will be 30% treen canopy cover by 2040. Grants for communities and 
schools will be available to participate in the project.     

 
From the Murchison Country Zone perspective we are continually advocating for better       
outcomes, cost of living support, improved services, project capital support and general health 
and well-being services for our regional local Governments and communities. 
 
Council held its monthly Forum on 10

 
March 2026 and received a report from Mr. Richard 

Towell, CEO as to the various projects underway.  

• Discussion also centred on Westgold Resources Ltd.’s plans to further develop its     
Cuddingwarra mining tenements and open two new pits on Coodardy Station.  

• The Forum was also provided with a progress report on the increased operations of    
Fenix Ltd.’s activities at the Weld Range. The current price of gold and other minerals 
has enabled mining companies to consider what would otherwise be marginal economic 
value and expand their projects in and around Cue. 

• Council is in the process of considering a new Entry Statement. Ideas for a conceptual 
design by all residents and visitors of our town are encouraged and I ask that you submit 
your ideas to the Cue Shire Administration office or email to the Shire with your           
suggestions. It is important that we get input from as many as we can so that the final 
design is a reflection on what our community wants. All submissions will be considered. 
PLEASE TAKE SOME TIME TO PROVIDE YOU IDEAS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

• Rejuvenation of Bell’s Emporium. 

• Update on the progress of the Masonic Lodge Project. 

• Street Sign project progress. 

• ALGA National General Assembly 23 to 25 June 2026.  
 
Council also received a report from CEO Richard Towell and the Works Manager, John (‘JC’) 
Curtin advising Council of the monthly activities and forward planning. Finances, of course are 
always an integral part of any Shire Meeting. 
 
The annual Cue Shire Audit Entry Meeting was held on 16 March 2026 with our auditors AMD 
and the Office of the Auditor General (‘OAG’), both providing a briefing on the processes and 
areas of audit focus in the upcoming 2025/2026 audit. Your Shire has an impeccable audit 
record and is regularly considered by the OAG as one of the State’s better audit compliance 
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Council held its monthly Council meeting on 17 March 2026 and considered several matters 
which included:- 

• 2025/2026 Budget Review. 

• A request for financial support from Pastor van Schie's of the Wheatbelt Christian Fellowship 
visits the Cue Primary School offering pastoral support and advice. Council is happy to continue 
to support this program for the 2026 school year. 

• Council also considered a tender for the Concrete Pathway Construction which was      
granted to WA Concrete. 

 
On 19 March 2026 I attended WALGA’s Environment Policy Team meeting which covered an 
extensive number of ongoing activities around the environment, waste and planning all of which 
impact the State at some level. Items discussed included:- 

• Consultation with Local Governments cross the State seeking a Council endorsed position 
on Climate Change so that WALGA can develop an Advocacy Position. This matter will 
come up when the Murchison Country Zone meets at its ‘Cue Parliament’ in April 2026. 

• Renewable Energy Facilities Drat Code which aims to establish a consistent assessment 
framework, clear development standards and improved certainty around impacts such as 
noise, landscape, environmental considerations, and safety. Consideration of community 
benefits is a factor that must be taken into consideration. 

• Translocation of kangaroos in the City of Wanneroo was considered and rejected as a    
project that did not have a wider sector issue along with other considerations around      
animal welfare. 

• Request to WALGA by the Southeast Metropolitan and Peel Country Zones to develop an 
Advocacy Position prohibiting mining and exploration activities within designated water 
catchment areas, particularly where there could be a potential impact on drinking water. 
This was identified by Water Corporation as being a significant factor.  

• Feedback provided to the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (‘DWER’) on 
Compliance and Enforcement Policy and the legislation covering such requirements. 

• Feedback provided to the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority on   
Anticoagulant Rodenticide Ban which rodenticides are problematic in relation to secondary 
poisoning risk. 

• The development of a Water Management Advocacy Position designed to modernise    
current water management legislation, to adequately sustain and fund critical water        
infrastructure programs for Local Government. The meeting also considered access to   
water data and capability for Local Governments to ensure evidence-based decision    
making. Feedback from Local Governments was extensive with 27 submissions, 14 of 
which were Council/CEO level feedback with over 200 individual comments.  

 
Also, on 19 March 2026 I attended a Joint Environment and People & Place Policy Teams   
Meeting for the purpose of reviewing a DFES ‘Bushfire Place of Last Resort’ Discussion Paper. 
In light of the Yarloop fires of some 10 years ago and the evacuation issues at Preston Beach, 
DFES is asking Local Governments to identify a ‘Place of Last Resort’ and take on responsibility 
when every exit has been closed off and there is no other pathway out of the imminent danger. 
 
The Joint Meeting considered that for Local Governments to take on the responsibility there 
were too many foreseeable problems and serious concerns which include:- 

• Liability. 

• Duty of Care. 

• Work, Health and Safety concerns. 

• Change of wind direction. 

• Funding. 

• ‘Place of Last Resort’ upkeep and maintenance. 

• Signage. 

• Awareness and Education programs. 

• Local amenities and utilities at such places. 
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The risk to Local Government is too great for it to assume such responsibility. 
 
On 27 March 2026 I attended a Mayors and Presidents Forum run by WALGA. This Forum  
presented a valuable opportunity for Mayors and Presidents and State Councillors to discuss 
key issues, share insights, and collaborate on initiatives that impact our communities.  
 
Newly elected WALGA President, Mark Irwin, provided an update on his vision for the           
Association and how he plans to build on the success to-date, bringing a strong voice for the 
sector and ensuring WALGA is advocating effectively for WA Local Governments and their 
communities. 
 
Minister for Local Government Hon Hannah Beazley MLA addressed the group on the State 
Government's priorities for 2026, and Local Government Inspector Mr Tony Brown provided an 
overview of the function of the Local Government Inspector and shared his priorities for the 
year ahead. 
 
TROPICAL CYCLONE ‘NARELLE’ 
From the Cue Shire Council we reach out to those regions who were so seriously impacted by 
Tropical Cyclone ‘Narelle’. Vision of the damage to Exmouth and Carnarvon shows the      
magnitude of the damage and the aftermath of ‘Narelle’ and what lies ahead. Public facilities, 
housing, plantations, agricultural farmlands further south and the overall destruction of         
everything in her pathway. We ought not forget the pastoralists in the Upper Gascoyne whose 
life work went underwater. Footage from some stations showed all buildings, homes, plant and 
equipment and motor vehicle under water not to mention the severe damage to the rangelands 
which will take years to repair and the loss of valuable livestock stock and vegetation. We here 
in Cue were lucky not to have been the beneficiary of Narelle’s ferocity. 
 
Readers, as usual, I welcome your views on any matter you consider important and am open to 
hearing any suggestions you might like to see in my monthly ‘Dryblower’ article. It is important 
you are aware of the constant flow of activity that comes with running a Council and our        
interactions with WALGA, where we are represented at the State and Federal level of         
Government. It is essential we work together as a community for the betterment of the town, 
you as residents and those visitors who stay in or simply pass through Cue. 
 
Please feel free to contact myself or any of the other Councillors if you have a matter you need 
to bring to the attention of Council and the Administration. Council is always looking to the   
community to provide input into the future direction of our town.  
 
A final reminder to consider the design of a new entry statement for Cue…. it’s time to 
update! 
 
From the Cue Shire Council we reach out to those regions who were so seriously impacted by 
Tropical Cyclone ‘Narelle’. Vision of the damage to Exmouth and Carnarvon shows the       
magnitude of the aftermath of ‘Narelle’ and what lies ahead. Public facilities, housing,          
plantations, agricultural farmlands further south and the overall destruction of everything in her 
pathway. We ought not forget the pastoralists in the Upper Gascoyne whose life work went   
underwater. Footage from some stations showed all buildings, homes, plant and equipment 
and motor vehicle under water not to mention the severe damage to the rangelands which will 
take years to repair and the loss of valuable stock and vegetation. We here in Cue were lucky 
not to have been the beneficiary of Narelle’s ferocity. 
 
 

Shire President 
Les Price 
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BYO DRINKS 
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LOGIC PUZZLE 

CLUES 
1. Salvador will depart earlier than the person making plans for Memorial Day. 

2. The person whose flight departs at 2:00pm is making plans for Valentine’s Day. 

3. The person who planted the tiger orchid is not Demetrius or Salvador. 

4. Either the person whose flight departs at 4:30pm or the person whose flight departs at 7:30pm 

planted the pigeon orchid. 

5. Of the person who’s making plans for Valentine’s Day and Talia, one planted the Cooktown      

orchid and the other planted the calypso orchid. 

6. The person making plans for Christmas is Salvador. 

7. The person making plans for Valentine’s Day will depart later than Demetrius. 

8. The 5 people were the person who’s making plans for All Saints Day, Claudia, the person who 

planted the tiger orchid, the person whose flight departs at 4:30pm and the person making plans 

for Father’s Day. 

9. The person making plans for All Saints Day will depart later than the person who planted the 

Cooktown orchid. 

10. The person whose flight departs at 7:30pm didn’t plant the tiger orchid. 
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SUDOKU  

   2. 

1. 
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April 2026 

RFDS: 

 
Tuesday 14th 
Tuesday 28th 
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 March Answers 
LOGIC PUZZLE 

SUDOKU PUZZLE 
1. 

2. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 2 3 4 

   Craft Group  Good Friday CRC Closed 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Easter Easter  

Monday 

 Craft Group 

 

Sub Craft WS 

 

 

  Sub WS 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

  RFDS Craft Group 

 

Games Night 

  Markets 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

  Sub WS 1on1 Craft Group DIY Pizza Day  ANZAC Day 

26 27 28 29 30   

 Public Holiday RFDS Craft Group    

April 
2026 
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