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Julie Humphreys 
Manager 

Hello Cue, 

 

Can you believe it’s 2026 already? We hope everyone enjoyed a wonderful Christmas and 

New Year and had the chance to relax and recharge. 

While we didn’t schedule any community activities in December 2025, we did run a sale 

which we extended for an extra week due to the positive response. We were very pleased 

with how well it was received and would like to thank everyone who supported us. 

January will be a quieter month for us, with no community activities planned, allowing time 

for preparation and planning. Department of Transport will be visiting on the 21st of     

January. February will also remain relatively low-key as we continue to organise and finalise 

programs for the year ahead. 

From March, we’re excited to kick off a range of regular activities. These will include a 

weekly Craft Group, one-on-one Sublimation Workshops, a variety of Craft Workshops, and 

Saturday Markets. Many of these activities will continue throughout the year and into the 

following months. 

We’re also planning to host several Games Nights and Business Workshops across the 

year, providing opportunities for social connection, learning, and skill development. In    

addition, we will be doing something special for Mother’s Day—details are still being     

finalised and will be shared closer to the date. 

We’re looking forward to a busy and engaging year ahead and can’t wait to share more 

information as plans are confirmed. Please keep an eye on our notices and social media for 

updates. 
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What a fantastic year we’ve had at the Heritage Centre. From events to people from all over 

Australia coming to have a look at the items on display and even find some of their own     

history here. Our busiest time was September and October, with so many people through at 

times it was such a wonderful sight to see.  

 

Throughout the year we poured ourselves into researching the rich history of Cue discovering 

all sorts of information and stories from discovering a photo of Tom Cue to reading things like 

the Western Australia Police Gazettes or the local newspapers of Cue that gave us a look at 

how people lived in Cue’s early days.  

 

With 2026 already here, we’re discussing ideas and planning for more history and heritage 

concepts that we can share with you all. Some of which will end up on our Facebook and    

others that will be shared here in the Dryblower for our readers.  

 

As always, we highly encourage everyone to come and visit the CHC, share their stories and 

history with Cue. 

 

We love hearing that people are visiting us on the recommendation of friends and family so 

please keep sharing your experiences in Cue with them.  

 

We hope you all have had a wonderful holiday, and we look forward to an even better year 

with 2026!  
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Happy New Year to everyone. I hope you have all had an enjoyable festive season and     
welcome back to those that travelled outside the district during their break. The Shire of Cue 
was closed for a couple of weeks over the Christmas and New Year period, and I thank the 
staff that worked over the break to keep the town services going. 
 
Works for stage one on the Masonic Lodge are due to commence in early 2026. The first 
stage works consist of an extension to the back of the building consisting of a kitchen, toilet 
facilities and a decking area. Stage two works will be the restoration of the Masonic Lodge 
building. 
 
This years “Thank a Volunteer” function was held on Friday 5 December with a Hawaiian 
themed night in the Murchison Club Hotel Gardens. Emmet M8 entertained the volunteers 
with an array of fabulous music, and the Murchison Club Hotel provided the beautiful          
selection of food for dinner. Deputy President Ross Pigdon provided a tribute to our            
volunteers and the Shire of Cue Councillors all chipped in to cook the BBQ.  A big thank you 
to everyone involved. 

The Cue Community Christmas Party was held on Saturday 6 December in the Shire Hall 
with around eighty people in attendance.  The Cue Primary School provided a great show of 
entertainment with a Christmas concert. Following this we had a visit from Santa. The night 
was well catered for with a magnificent Christmas dinner thanks to some of our local suppliers 
and the Shire staff. A big thank you to the Shire staff for the efforts that go into making this 
event a success and for setting up the Christmas Village for the children to enjoy. 
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Thank you for all the entries in the Christmas Light Competition. There were a number of 
wonderfully decorated houses in Cue this year with some worthy of a prize not being         
registered for the competition. An outstanding amount of work had gone into the displays and 
it’s a real credit to all the houses involved. It was a tough decision for the Councillors, but they 
have picked the 2025 winners as follows: 
 
First prize ($400) – Kelli Young 
Second prize ($300) – Sandra Box 
Third prize ($200) – Dave Crocos 
Encouragement Prize ($100) – Elizabeth Houghton 
 
Australia Day 2026 celebrations will be held on the town oval from 6.30pm Monday 26       
January, with fireworks, live music with Geoff Udy, food and refreshments. Celebrations for 
Australia Day have been made possible by funding from Auspire, part of the Australia Day 
Council National network. 
 
The Shire working in conjunction with the Department of Fire and Emergency Services will be 
undertaking fire break works around Cue town site. Owners and occupiers of land are         
reminded of their obligations to clear and maintain fire breaks over the summer months. The 
summer months are also a time of storms and cyclones. Residents are also reminded to 
clean up and remove any unwanted or loose items from their property that could cause    
damage in a storm. Larger items can be collected by contacting the Manager of Works and 
Services to make arrangements. 
 
Dog and cat owners are reminded of their obligations to keep their pets contained within the 
boundaries of their property. Dogs must be on a leash while walking. Please be considerate 
of others as it can be quite confronting to be approached by an unknown dog while out     
walking. The Shire Ranger visits the area frequently and will take action against unrestrained 
pets in public places. This may result in a financial penalty to the owner. The only authorised 
area within the townsite where dogs are permitted to be exercised off-leash is the town oval. It 
is your responsibility to control and look after your pets. 
 
Mosquito fogging operations are being undertaken when weather conditions allow. Residents 
are asked to check their properties and remove any potential mosquito breeding areas, by 
emptying containers holding water, ensuring gutters are not holding water and checking yards 
for areas that hold water. 
 
Upcoming Events: 

• Monday 26 January 2026 - Australia Day 

• Tuesday 10 February 2026 - Annual General Electors Meeting 

• Tuesday 17 February 2026 - Ordinary Council Meeting 
 
Richard Towell 
Chief Executive Officer, Shire of Cue 
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PH: 0447 170 122 
 

SERVICING MIDWEST — BASED IN CUE 
 

admin@accessec.com.au 

 EC14411 
L212001 

ELECTRICAL &  

AIR CONDITIONING 

 

mailto:admin@accessec.com.au
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We can collect from Shops, Businesses and Houses 

We can connect freight from Perth on our other service 

Booking Enquiries 0458274428 
Or email gtmoverswa@gmail.com 
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Hi ‘Dryblower’ Readers, Happy New Year to you all and welcome to the January 2026 issue of 

the Cue ‘Dryblower’.  

 

The 2025 year came and went so quickly but on reflection your Council had a busy year with 

three new Councillors elected in October 2025 and with former Councillor, Ian Dennis         

deciding to retire from Council duties and relocate with Jenni to Victoria. 

 

Sometimes the work of the Council goes unnoticed however, behind the scenes there is a lot 

of good work being done for the town and its people. Whilst we are a small regional town 

with a limited budget Cue has gained a reputation as tourist stopover place to visit with     

significant investment in our heritage buildings and general townscape. This culminated in 

Cue being selected as a finalist in the 2025 ‘Heritage and Culture’ section of the Australia 

Beautiful Council ‘Tidy Town’ awards. Having achieved this award in the 2024 year there were 

high hopes for a repeat outcome. Although we were unsuccessful it was a credit to the town 

to have been selected as a finalist in 2025. 

 

Let’s hope that the 2026 year is a productive and prosperous one for all. 

 

December 2025 was again a very busy time at both the Shire and the Westen Australian Local 

Government Association (‘WALGA’). On top of the various Christmas functions, last minute 

meetings and preparation for winding down for the Christmas break, Councillors took a     

welcomed break from the usual formalities.  

 

On 3 December I attended a State Councillor Induction workshop. With the Local Government 

Elections held in October 2025 the mix of State Council included five (5) new State Councillors. 

The December State Council meeting was the first time new Councillors had the opportunity 

to meet continuing Councillors and experience the workings of WALGA and State Council for 

the first time. 

 

The workshop provided Councillors with a complete overview of the structure of WALGA and 

the make-up of the 17 Zones which represent all 139 Local Governments across the State. 

Councillors were also shown how the Policy Teams function within WALGA and how matters 

impacting Local Government are considered and eventually come before State Council for   

endorsement.    

 

WALGA held its Strategic Forum on 3 December with a presentation from the Minister for   

Local Government Hon. Hannah Beasley detailing some of the Local Government Reforms 

with the main focus being:- 
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• Roles and Responsibilities of Councillors and the Administrators of Local Governments. 

• Financial Sustainability. 

• Compulsory Local Government Elections 

• Full election of all Councillors every four (4) years.  

 

WALGA State Council met on 3 December, this being the first meeting involving newly elected 

members.  Some of the matters discussed and endorsed included:- 

• Submission for draft guidelines on community benefits for renewable energy projects. 

• Submission on Phase 2 reforms to Western Australia's working with children check law. 

• Rateability of Miscellaneous Licences resulting from an action involving the Shire of Mt. 

Magnet. 

• Submission to the 2026 Salaries and Allowances Tribunal Remuneration Inquiry for   

Local Government Chief Executive Officers and Elected Members. 

 

Cue recognised the importance of the work our Volunteers and celebrated with a function on 

5 December 2025 at the Murchison Club Hotel. Deputy President Ross Pigdon thanked all Vol-

unteers for their continued support and encouraged others to offer their time and assistance 

for the community. 

Council held its monthly Forum on 9
 
December. Aside from a general discussion on the        

up-to-date work aspects of the Shire and the series of upcoming events, Council has been 

considering an update of the Cue Entry Statement at both entrances to the town. The        

proposal was initiated by former Councillor Ian Dennis and has gained some momentum with 

Council. Our Entry Statement is tired and in need of a facelift in keeping with the progress of 

other Local Governments. The CEO provided the meeting with a series of initial proposed    

designs for Councillors to consider. These drawings are simply suggestions to give Council 

and the Community some ideas to contemplate.  
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The concept is very much in the development and forward planning phase, and no decision 

will be made until the Community has been given the opportunity to provide input and offer 

suggestions. This is not a decision that Council will make without Community feedback and 

involvement. As I said, it is very much early days and I am sure you will have further             

information over time and if undertaken, this project will take some time to deliver.              

 

On 10 December I attended the Murchison Regional Vermin Council (‘MRVC’) meeting in Mt. 

Magnet. The Council was stablished in 1963 and is responsible for the construction and 

maintenance of the vermin proof fence within our region. With State and Federal Government 

assistance and the support of our immediate Regional Local Government neighbours we were 

able to complete the 1,000km fenceline. This has been a major project over a considerable 

number of years. 

 

At present the goal of the MRVC is to ensure the vermin proof fence is maintained to prevent 

any further incursion of wild dogs into the cell. The Council has been proactive in engaging 

local contractors to carry out this work. Other than reviewing the fence maintenance            

requirements, it was business as usual.  

The Council held its monthly ordinary meeting on 16 December. The meeting formerly 

acknowledged the passing of former Shire President Ian Hamilton and on behalf of the Shire 

of Cue, we passed on our condolences to his family.  
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The 2024 - 2025 Annual Report includes:  

• Shire President’s Report  

• Chief Executive Officer’s Report  

• Audited Financial Statements  

• Auditor’s Report  

The report outlines the activities undertaken during 2024 - 2025 together with the financial 

position of the Shire of Cue as at 30 June 2025.  

 

The Shire is required to hold an Annual Electors Meeting which will take place on Tuesday 10 

February 2026 in the Cue Shire Council Chambers. This is an opportunity for readers to attend 

and provide feedback to Council. Please keep the date in mind as your attendance would be 

most welcomed  

 

Please follow the link and access the full report so that readers can be familiar with the        

activities of the Shire. 

 

https://www.cue.wa.gov.au/documents/281/2024-2025-annual-report 

 

Following the meeting and in conjunction with office staff, Councillors judged the Annual 

Christmas Lights competition, and it was pleasing to see residents take the time to get into 

the spirit of Christmas. We hope that more residents will participate in the 2026 competition 

 

The Councillor and Staff Christmas Party was held at the Murchison Club Hotel on 12          

December, and it was pleasing to see so many come along and join in the festivities. 

 

As of 1 January, the newly appointed inaugural Local Government Inspector, Tony Brown,    

formerly commenced his role. The Local Government Inspector is a statutory officer appointed 

to improve the accountability, transparency, and decision-making of local governments across 

Western Australia. The Inspector provides oversight through complaint handling, inquiries, 

compliance review, and education.  

 

As Tony has extensive knowledge of Local Government and having been a former CEO and 

Senior Executive with WALGA he is ideally placed to carry out his new role.  

https://www.cue.wa.gov.au/documents/281/2024-2025-annual-report
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Shire President  
Les Price 

   

Council extends it appreciation and thanks to former Councillor 

Ian Dennis for his service to the Cue Community. Ian served as a 

Councillor for 13 years and dedicated an extraordinary amount of 

time and energy in carrying out his role. We wish both Ian and 

Jenni all the best in their future endeavours. 

It is with sadness that we learn of the recent passing of former Councillor and President, Ian 

William Hamilton who passed away on 4 December 2025.  Ian and his family were long-time 

residents in Cue an at different times owned Nallan, Kalli and Madoonga Stations. Ian was a 

keen pilot who used his skills to carry out mustering activities on his properties. 

 

Ian was first elected to Council in 1994 and became President from 1995 to 1998. We pass on 

our sincere condolences to Ian’s family for their sad loss.  

Readers, please feel free to contact myself or any of the other Councillors if you have a matter 

you need to bring to the attention of Council and the Administration. Council is always     

looking to the community to provide input into the future direction of our town.  

 

I would like to thank Deputy President Ross Pigdon and all our Councillors for their support, 

dedication and contribution to the ongoing business of the Shire. Thanks also to CEO Richard 

Towell and office staff for their efforts in ensuring Cue remains a sustainable Shire with a focus 

on looking to the future where tourism will play a major role.  
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LOGIC PUZZLE 

CLUES 
1) Angelo will depart earlier than the person nicknamed Shades. 
2) Sean Connery's cousin is not Riley. 
3) The person nicknamed Wolfman will depart earlier than Sean Connery's cousin. 
4) Of Pierce and the person nicknamed Cueball, one is Morgan Freeman's cousin and the   

other will depart at 1:00pm. 
5) The person nicknamed Stretch will depart earlier than Delaney. 
6) The 5 people were Christian Bale's cousin, the person nicknamed Shades, Angelo, the    

person whose flight departs 
7) at 1:30pm, and Sean Connery's cousin. 
8) The person whose flight departs at 1:30pm is Pierce. 
9) Morgan Freeman's cousin has the nickname, Tiny. 
10) Either the person whose flight departs at 1:00pm or the person whose flight departs at 

1:30pm is Jude Law's cousin. 
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SUDOKU  

   2. 

1. 
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January 2026 

RFDS: 

 
Please call the  

Nursing Post for  

RFDS & GRAMS  dates. 
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 December Answers 
LOGIC PUZZLE 

SUDOKU PUZZLE 
1. 

2. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    1 2 3 

    New Years 

Day 

  

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

       

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

       

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

  DOT     

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

 Australia Day      

January 
2026 
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