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Julie Humphreys 
Manager 

 

Wow! What another busy month we've had at the Cue CRC in May — and June is 

shaping up to be just as eventful. 

In May, we continued with our regular Craft Group every Wednesday. It’s been lovely to see 

some new faces joining in and getting creative. We also held our first Paint and Sip session, 

which was a great evening of colouring pre-printed canvases. Jodi showed off some hidden 

talent by painting a picture from scratch! She’ll be leading our next Paint and Sip in June, 

where she'll guide attendees through painting their own artwork using just a few paint    

colours — we’re really looking forward to it.   

The Neighbourhood Week Luncheon was a great success, with around 20 attendees         

enjoying a delicious meal. A big thank you to Linkwest and Lotterywest for funding the 

event, and to the Murchison Club Hotel and the Queen of the Murchison for providing the 

fantastic food and desserts.  

We also hosted the Seniors Morning Tea on behalf of the Shire of Cue, with around 14     

attendees enjoying a relaxed morning of conversation and connection. 

Due to popular demand, we ran two resin chopping board workshops — we had so many 

people interested that we needed to split the sessions! In total, we had about 13               

participants, all of whom created some beautiful pieces. 

And of course, we can’t forget the Markets, which featured five stallholders showcasing a 

range of goods.  

 

June is set to be another busy and exciting month at the Cue CRC! 

We’ve got a fantastic line-up of events coming your way: 

• 5th June, Department of Transport will be visiting 

• 9th June, Paint & Sip 

• 11th June RAW (Regional Alliance West) will be visiting 

• 12 June, we’re hosting the Biggest Morning Tea  

• 14 June, it’s time for our monthly Markets.  

• 17th June, WEAAD (World Elder Abuse Awareness Day) Luncheon 

We’re looking forward to another wonderful month filled with community connection,    

creativity, and support. Hope to see you at some (or all!) of our events. 
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Vale Councillor Leonie Fitzpatrick 

It is with sadness that I acknowledge the passing of Cr Leonie Fitzpatrick, who passed away 
on Friday 23 May 2025 after a short illness. On behalf of the Shire of Cue we pass on condo-
lences to Jim, Sam and family. 
 
Leonie served as a Councillor at the Shire of Cue commencing 2012. Leonie will be remem-
bered as having a sharp wit, wicked laugh and always engaged in Council meetings with spir-
ited debate on issues close to her heart.  
 
Leonie attended many events, representing Cue as a Councillor and people always remem-
bered her because of her engaging personality and sense of humour. People Leonie met 
hardly ever knew where Cue was but after talking with Leonie, they were eager to visit Cue.  
Leonie’s love for Cue was infectious. 
 
We welcome Lisa Keen and her husband Michael to Cue. Lisa is joining the Shire of Cue as 
our new Deputy Chief Executive Officer and comes with a wealth of experience. Her leader-
ship, insight, and passion for making a positive impact will be invaluable as we continue to 
work toward enhanced services for the Cue community. 
Please join us in extending a warm welcome to Lisa as she steps into this key role. We look 
forward to the knowledge, energy, and fresh perspective she brings to our team and to the 
wider community. 
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The Shire has started opening a number of historic buildings at regular times to allow tourists 
and travellers the opportunity to see inside these iconic places. The Railway building, Bank 
building and Masonic Lodge building are now open at regular times for public viewing. Check 
out the Shire notice boards or visitors centre for opening times. 
 
The Carey Right Track Foundation are attending Cue on a fortnightly basis to provide pro-
grams at the Cue Primary School and after-school activities at the Youth Centre.  
 
On Wednesday 21 May the Shire hosted Gina Williams and Guy House at the Cue Shire Hall. 
Those who attended the night enjoyed beef and gravy rolls and wonderful entertainment by 
Gina & Guy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Later this month a number of Councillors and I will fly over to Canberra to represent the Shire 
of Cue at the Australian Local Government Association conference in Canberra from 24 to 27 
June 2025. It will be a very busy week with the Regional Development Forum held on the first 
day where Delegates have an opportunity to discuss a wide range of issues affecting regional 
local governments. This year’s National General Assembly will focus on key national issues, 
including emergency management, safer roads, housing and community infrastructure, and 
local government jobs and skills. The final day will hold a Ministerial Engagement Forum, 
which allows delegates to engage directly with the federal government on current issues. 
 
Barefoot bowls is on every Wednesday night from 6.30pm to 8,30pm. Everyone is welcome to 
attend this free event with all equipment provided. 
 
Roadworks are ongoing on the Beringarra - Cue Road with resealing works, guidepost instal-
lation and grid replacement work all taking place over the coming months. Road  users are 
reminded to slow down through road work areas and obey all traffic directions.  
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Dog owners are reminded of their obligations to keep their dogs contained within the      
boundaries of their property or on a leash while walking. Please be considerate of others as it 
can be quite confronting to be approached by an unknown dog while out walking. The Shire 
Ranger visits the area frequently and will take action against unrestrained dogs in public   
places. The only authorised area within the townsite where dogs are permitted to be           
exercised off-leash is the town oval. It is your responsibility to control and look after your pets. 
 
Mosquito fogging will be carried out intermittently, when conditions are suitable. This is      
usually just before dusk but can also include early morning, to control their numbers. 
 
Upcoming events: 

• Monday 14 July - Alvin Sputnik, Deep Sea Explorer 

• Monday 4 August - Jalley Entertainment, Aladdin 
 
Richard Towell 
Chief Executive Officer, Shire of Cue 
 
 
Next Ordinary Council meeting – 6.00pm Tuesday 16 June 2025 
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PH: 0447 170 122 
 

SERVICING MIDWEST — BASED IN CUE 
 

admin@accessec.com.au 

 EC14411 
L212001 

ELECTRICAL &  

AIR CONDITIONING 

mailto:admin@accessec.com.au
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We can collect from Shops, Businesses and Houses 

We can connect freight from Perth on our other service 

Booking Enquiries 0458274428 
Or email gtmoverswa@gmail.com 
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Hi ‘Dryblower’ Readers, 

 

Welcome to the June 2025 edition of the Cue ‘Dryblower’.  

 

Now that the State and Federal Elections have been run and won, Local Governments across the State,  

in conjunction with the Western Australian Local Government Association (‘WALGA’), have been     

looking closely at the various policies positions put to the electorate and the impact these policies are 

likely to have on the operations and statutory requirements of our Local Governments across the State. 

 

The regions are again likely to be on the end of some budget restrictions and our call for improved 

health, mental health, and other Government services will likely remain unheard.  The environment,  

climate change, renewable energy drive along with native vegetation clearing are now becoming a   

major focus of the State and Federal Governments as the 2050 net zero target date draws closer. 

 

On 1st May 2025 I attended a Joint Environment and Infrastructure Policy Teams meeting to review and 

recommend WALGA’s advocacy position on native vegetation clearing. There have been significant   

administrative issues around: - 

• the imposition of statutory timeframes.    

• Increasing the duration of clearing permits. 

• Environmental data sharing. 

• Increase in funding for Local Governments. 

• Reducing duplication between State and Federal Government regulatory systems. 

• Environmental impacts.  

 

The joint Policy Team meeting considered a briefing on Road Safety, which is a major concern across 

the state but more so where there is intensive road haulage from mining and agriculture operations.  

 

I attended a meeting of WALG’s Metropolitan Waste Advisory Council, also on 1st May 2025. Some of 

the outcomes included: - 

• The Municipal Waste Advisory Council endorsing the Better Practice Guideline to Waste        

Management at Public Events. The focus on waste avoidance as the first approach, followed by 

promoting reusable items to minimise waste generation.  

• Encouraging the use of staffed waste stations, where possible, to ensure correct sorting and     

disposal of waste. 

• Developing a draft Better Practice Guideline for Procurement of Waste Services to assist Local 

Governments in planning and procuring waste management services. 

• Providing a concise overview of the waste procurement process. There is significant spend       

associated with waste management contracts and they are long term arrangements. 
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• Developing a Draft Position on the Circular Economy. At present a Background Paper is being   

developed for consideration. 

• Discussion around the safe collection and disposal of end of life batteries and disposal points for 

e-cigarettes. 

• WALGA is progressing to identify the work needed for an effective state waste infrastructure plan, 

contingency planning and governance around the disposal of waste. 

 

On 7th May I attended WALGA’s State Council Regional Meeting which was hosted by the East         

Metropolitan Zone and the City of Swan, this being one of WALGA’s 17 Zones across the State. The 

meeting was held at the Vines Resort. Members of the East Metropolitan Zone include Bassendean, 

Bayswater, Belmont, Kalamunda, Mundaring and the City of Swan Local Governments. 

 

As is customary, a Strategic Forum was held prior to the State Council Meeting. The Forum provides 

Councillors with an update of developments with the Local Government sector and enables State 

Councillors to have input into matters under consideration. Some areas of discussion included:- 

• A presentation on the ‘Containers for Change Scheme’ performance outcomes. The containers 

recovered across WA since the inception of the scheme has exceeded 1Billion. 

• A presentation on the Strategic Issues around ‘Cyber Security Risk’ involving resourcing, internal 

and external capability and IT Systems.  

• A presentation on WALGA’s ‘Strategic Policy Agenda’ with the prime focus being on:- 

 Economic Diversification 

 Housing 

 Cost of Living 

 Health 

 Infrastructure 

 Law and Order 

 Regional Issues. 

 

The formal State Council meeting endorsed WALGA’s recommendations contained in the ‘Regulations 

for CEO KPI’s and public registers submission’. This has resulted from the draft Local Government   

Regulations Amendment Regulations 2024 (Draft Legislation), which give effect to reforms relating to 

the publication of online registers, publication of CEO performance criteria and performance review, 

and other CEO matters. These requirements will create further red tape and excessive administrative 

burden, which is in conflict with a stated aim of the reform and without clear public benefit.  

 

State Council agreed to update its Puppy Farming advocacy position with  a revised Dog and Cat   

Management position. State Council recommended pushing back on State Government around cost 

recovery around the administration and compliance with the Dog Amendment (Stop Puppy Farming) 

Act 2021, the Dog Act 1976 and the Cat Act 2011. The Local Government Sector has concerns            

regarding the PetsWA centralised registration system. 

 

State Council recommended updating WALGA’s ‘Native Vegetation Clearing Regulations     

Advocacy Position’ with a focus on Statutory timeframes, extending Area and Purpose Permits 

for 10 years, sharing environmental data, improved case management referrals and clearing 

permits, investigation and enforcement action, adequate State Government funding and      

reduce and avoid duplication.    
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State Council endorsed WALGA’s submission on:-  

• Health (Public Buildings)  Regulations Consultation to the Department of Health and . 

• WALGA’s 2025 State Wage Case submission to the Western Australian Industrial          

Relations Commission. 

 

The meeting also received an update from WALGA’s Policy Teams, these being: - 

• Infrastructure. 

• People and Place. 

• Environment.  

• Governance. 
 

These Policy Teams are key drivers for the gathering of data and other information in the 

preparation of advocacy positions and various submissions to State Government for State 

Council consideration and recommendation.  

 

Each of the East Metropolitan Local Governments presented on the various activities and     

projects being undertaken in each of their areas. The extent of grants and other funding being 

provided to the metropolitan Local Governments is exceedingly high although the respective 

CEO’s would argue that they could do with more. I’m sure the Shire of Cue could do with a   

serious uplift in financial assistance considering the high value GDP which is generated within 

the Shire for State economic benefit.   

 

Council held is monthly Forum on 13
th

 June and welcomed Lisa Keen who commenced in the 

position of Deputy Chief Executive Officer and husband, Michael. Lisa attended her first Forum 

evening and saw firsthand the engagement of councillors and the administration in             

discussions around the activities and operations of the Shire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Forum was briefed by the CEO on the upcoming 2025/2026 annual budget. Councillors 

discussed the various items that are likely to impact our finances over the forthcoming year 

and discussed the proposed differential rates. The CEO also briefed the meeting on the current 

projects and proposed capital expenditure in the forth coming year.  

 

On 16
th

 May Mike Fitgerald from Fitz Gerald Strategies conducted the annual CEO               

performance Review. Councillors and the CEO were given the opportunity to discuss the     

outcome of the review and the expectations of Council for the year ahead. Council is fortunate 

to have a CEO who manages the financial and statutory obligations of the Shire in a             

responsible           
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responsible and professional manner, such that this is the third year in succession that the   

Office of the Auditor General has cited the Shire of Cue in the top twenty performing Local 

Governments across the State.      

 

Shire Council held its monthly Shire Council Meeting on 20
th

 May. The meeting agenda was 

not burdensome, and council approved the Differential Rates Budget, the Differential Rates to 

be applied in rate notices for 2025/2026, superannuation contribution payments to Council 

members and the 2025 Financial Management Systems Review. 

 

Please refer to the attached link for further details contained in the Agenda.    

https://www.cue.wa.gov.au/council-meetings/ordinary-council-meeting/ordinary-council-

meeting/129/documents/ordinary-council-meeting-agenda-20-may-2025.pdf 

 

We were again saddened to learn of the recent sudden passing of another Cue resident and 

Shire Councillor in Cr. Leonie Fitzpatrick. Leonie was a valued member of our Council and one 

who made a great contribution to the betterment of our town and its residents. Leonie was 

active member of the Community where she first served on the Cue Shire Council in 2012.    

Leonie was active at Council meetings where she was more than capable of expressing her 

views when it mattered most. Leonie will be sadly missed by her many friends in Cue and by 

those from afar. 

 

On behalf of the Council, I offer our deepest sympathy to Jim and the family and know that 

Leone will be sadly missed.  
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Readers, please feel free to contact myself or any of the other Councillors if you have a matter 

you need to bring to the attention of Council and the Administration. Can I also suggest that 

you give consideration to attending a Council meeting and get a firsthand account of the    

business of Council and how our meetings are conducted, and the process councillors go 

through in considering matters for decision. With the upcoming Local Government Elections in 

October 2025, you may want to consider running for Council. To serve the Community on 

Council is a rewarding experience. 

 

Keep safe and….until the next edition of the Dryblower, it’s goodbye for now!  

Shire President  
Les Price 
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June 2025 

RFDS: 

 
Tuesday 10th 

Tuesday  24th 
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1. Asia lives north of city hall but did not arrive on Thursday. 

2. Aden does not live southwest of city hall. 

3. Of the person who went to Key West & Mary, one lives west of city hall and the other      

arrived on Tuesday. 

4. Of the person who lives northwest of city hall and the person who went to Meteor Crater, 

one arrived on Monday and the other on Wednesday. 

5. The person who wen to Key West doesn’t live west of city hall. 

6. Either Aden or the person who arrived on Wednesday went to Key West. 

7. Of the personwho arrived on Wednesday and the person who went to Yellowstone, one is 

Mary and the other is Miracle. 

8. The person who went to Niagara Falls doesn't northwest of city hall. 

9. The person arrived on Wednesday doesn’t live northwest of city hall. 

10. The person who went to Meteor Crater is not Mary. 

LOGIC PUZZLE 

CLUES 
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SUDOKU  

2. 

1. 
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 May Answers 
LOGIC PUZZLE 

SUDOKU PUZZLE 
1. 

2. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

   Craft Group 

 

Barefoot 

Bowls 

Department 

of Transport 

  

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

 Paint & Sip  Craft Group 

 

RAW 

 

Barefoot 

Bowls 

Biggest 

Morning Tea 

 Markets 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

  WEAAD 

 

Council  

Meeting 

Craft Group 

 

Barefoot 

Bowls 

Quiz Night   

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

   Craft Group 

 

Barefoot 

Bowls 

 

   

29 30      

       

June 
2025 
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