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Julie Humphreys 
Manager 

 

Hello Cue, 

 

It’s March already and the heat is slowly reducing. I don’t know about anyone else but I’m glad 

for the cooler weather and believe me I will never complain about it. With the cooler weather 

we are seeing a few tourists in the CRC and some of whom visit the Cue Heritage Centre while 

they are here. 

 

Although no one used the craft room in February it is always available every Wednesday for 

Craft Group.  

 

We had Mel and Ashley from Regional Alliance West (RAW) visit on the 19th February, we’ve 

had several customers use our guest computer. Karen from Advocare visited on Thursday, 27th 

February. We also hosted the Shire of Cue’s  Seniors Morning Tea on Friday 28th. 

 

March 

• Resin Workshop on the 30th March, with limited spots available. 

• Craft Group—craft room available every Wednesday it can be available on other days if 

you let us know beforehand. 

• March Markets are going ahead on Saturday 22nd, starting at 10am, please let us know if 

you would like to have a stall. 

 

Please remember we are open 6 days a week now. Monday to Friday 9am to 4pm and         

Saturday 9am to 12pm. At this stage the Heritage Centre is not open on Saturday, but as we 

get further into the tourist season we will have it open to visitors. 

 

The Cue CRC has a lotof new stock and we have more coming in soon. Please let us know if 

there is something specific you want us to stock. 
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It’s hard to believe that it’s the third month of 2025 already. I took time off in January to escape 
some of the heat and spend some time with my family. While I was away, I attended the      
funeral service for Dr Kelvin Matthews, former Chief Executive Officer for the Shire of     
Meekatharra. There was a large representation from the Murchison Region at the service that 
reflected the interesting life he lived. 
 
A number of Councillors engaged in a field trip to the Day Dawn, Great Fingall Mine             
operations for a tour of the mine site. The purpose of the visit was to see and discuss with 
Westgold staff the use of a disturbed section of the old Day Dawn Town Site for use as a Run 
of Mine pad for upcoming mining operations and expansion of the current waste dump site 
that sits over part of the old Day Dawn Town Site. 
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The Annual Meeting of Electors was held on Tuesday 11 February at 5.30pm in the Council 
Chambers. The minutes from this meeting are published on our website www.cue.wa.gov.au. 
A small turnout of electors attended the meeting and discussions were held on the disruptive 
behaviour that is affecting residents in the town.  
 
This led to the calling of a community meeting which was held on Friday 21 February. Over 
fifty residents attended this meeting to discuss are range of steps and programs that can be 
explored to engage with and educate the youth to help prevent further incidents of disruption 
to residents and property. It was a constructive meeting that I felt was the most engaging and 
attentive from the residents of Cue in my time here and I thank everyone for their input.  
 
The Shire of Cue, Cue Primary School and Westgold met with the Carey Right Track        
Foundation following the Community meeting to discuss programs for the youth both at school 
and part of the Youth and Community Centre. Other topics discussed at the Community    
meeting included dogs wandering the town, overcrowding of housing and blocking of path-
ways.   

http://www.cue.wa.gov.au
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With the hot weather in February, the Shire utilised this time to undertake a number of training 
courses for staff in areas of traffic management, first aid, vehicle operations as well as cyber 
security and Corporate wellness.  
 
Changes to legislation have made Superannuation for elected members optional for small 
shires like the Shire of Cue. The council will get the opportunity to discuss and vote on this in 
the coming months. 
 
Fenix Newhaul are progressing with their expansion and commencement of their Beebyn W11 
project with additional worker accommodation expected to commence in Cue in the coming 
months and additional haul trucks running from Weld Range in the coming year. 
 
Council has resolved to undertake the 2025 Local Government Election by postal vote and 
have engaged the WA Electoral Commission to facilitate the election. 
 
A number of road work projects are underway in and around the Shire. Works are ongoing on 
Dalgaranga Road, Wilgie Mia Road and Beringarra Road. Much awaited flood damage repair 
works are scheduled to start in the coming month as well. Road users are reminded to slow 
down through road work areas and obey all traffic directions. 
 
The hot weather can bring out snakes in and around town. Please use caution when out    
walking. Keeping grass short and cleaning up around the yard will help to keep them away.  
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Dog owners are reminded of their obligations to keep their dogs contained within the      
boundaries of their property or on a leash while walking. Please be considerate of others as it 
can be quite confronting to be approached by an unknown dog while out walking. The Shire 
Ranger visits the area frequently and will take action against unrestrained dogs in public    
places. The only authorised area within the townsite where dogs are permitted to be exercised 
off-leash is the town oval. It is your responsibility to control and look after your pets. 
 
Mosquito fogging operations may be undertaken when weather conditions allow. Residents 
are asked to check their properties and remove any potential mosquito breeding areas, by 
emptying containers holding water, ensuring gutters are not holding water and checking yards 
for areas that hold water. 
 
Upcoming events: 

• Friday 28 March - Seniors Morning Tea  

• Friday 25 April – Anzac Day Dawn Service 

• Wednesday 21 May - Gina Williams and Guy House 

 
Richard Towell 
Chief Executive Officer, Shire of Cue 
 
 
Next Ordinary Council meeting – 6.00pm Tuesday 18 March 2025 
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Licensed Electrician 

PH: 0447 170 122 
 

SERVICING MIDWEST — BASED IN CUE 
MINING | INDUSTRIAL | COMMERCIAL | DOMESTIC 

 
admin@accessec.com.au 

 

EC14411 

mailto:admin@accessec.com.au
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We can collect from Shops, Businesses and Houses 

We can connect freight from Perth on our other service 

Booking Enquiries 0458274428 
Or email gtmoverswa@gmail.com 
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Hi ‘Dryblower’ Readers, 
 
Welcome to another edition of the ‘Dryblower’.  
 
Local Governments across WA have been very busy during the course of the 2024 year and 
sometimes the expectations from ratepayers, the business community, the demands from 
State and Federal Governments and of course the management of Shire Administrations can 
be taxing. Councillors who represent their Local Governments work tirelessly, a lot of which is 
not always visible to the community.  
 
January each year is a time when a holiday beckons or presents the opportunity to take some 
time out. Other than our Australia Day celebrations on 26

th
 January it was a quiet time for 

Councillors. Albeit that 26
th
 January has come and gone I do need to pass on some positive 

comments I received from some people from neighbouring towns who attended our event,    
enjoyed a nice BBQ and were impressed at the effort Cue had gone to put on a fireworks    
display. We even had some positive comments from one truckie who regularly cruises through 
Cue on his way to Newman that the night scene was spectacular as he passed through. He 
said it was as if he hadn’t missed Australia Day celebrations after all! 

Sandra and Phil Box – Paul and Janet Jones from Boogardie Station, Mt. Magnet  

Now that we are back in working mode, February saw the beginning of a busy year ahead. On 
5

th
 February I attended the WALGA State Council Information Forum. With a State and      

Federal Election looming CEO Nick Sloan identified the key issues WALGA will be             
concentrating on. These include:- 

• Health      

• Road Safety 

• Infrastructure 

• Clean energy 

• Climate Change 

• Cost of Living 



17 

 

 
The CEO gave an overview of the State and Federal Election Priorities and said that WALGA 
is monitoring the priorities of all major partiers to see where it should focus its media attention. 
WALGA has been undertaking political engagements, social media connectivity and           
programmatic access through radio, paid media and the West Australian and Sydney Morning 
Herald newspapers to bring the focus on Local Government issues. ALGA is also using its   
influence at the Federal Level. 
 
We in the regions are aware that our population base does not give us a loud voice and added 
to reduced political representation, we rely on WALGA to be that voice for its Local            
Government Members. 
 
December 2025 saw some significant changes to the Local Government Act which will impact 
Councils and the Administration. The Tranche 2 reforms were assented to by the WA         
Parliament on 6

th
 December 2025.  

 
Some of the many changes include:- 

• Reforms to Roles and Responsibilities- Local Law reforms - Conducting Reviews-        
Committees of Council- Owner and Occupier roll changes. 

• Planning and Building Performance. Local Government is slowly losing its powers over 
Planning. 

• Establishment of an independent Office of the Local Government Inspector and Monitor. 
Superannuation for Elected Members 

On 11
th
 February Councillors, the CEO, Richard Towell, EA, Janelle Duncan and Shire     

Councillors met with Westgold Resources Ltd.’s General Manager, Simon Waters and Dean 
Caporn, Manager Environmental, to discuss Westgold’s activities at the Great Fingal Mine, 
Day Dawn. Councillors undertook a field trip to inspect some of the areas Westgold is        
considering accessing in and around the old Day Dawn Townsite. This followed an earlier 
meeting on 23

rd
 January with Westgold by Cr. Ross Pigdon, CEO Richard Towell and I. 

 
On 11

th
 January the Cue Shire Council held its Annual General Electors Meeting. Ratepayers 

and residents alike are encouraged to attend the Electors Meeting and participate in            
discussions on the direction our Shire is taking. For those who wish to read through the 2024 
Annual Report you can access the report at the following link https://www.cue.wa.gov.au/
documents/230/2023-2024-annual-report 
 
Immediately, following the Electors Meeting the Shire Council held its monthly Forum where 
Councillors were briefed by the CEO Mr. Richard Towell, Mr John Curtin, Manager Works and 
Services and Senior Administration Officer, Stephanie Wandek on the current and upcoming 
activities of the Shire. The Forum provides Councillors with an opportunity to have informal 
discussions with the Administration around, projects, grant funding, roadworks and finances.    
 
On 12

th
 February Councillor Ian Dennis and I attended the Murchison Regional Vermin    

Council (‘MRVC’) ordinary meeting and an Audit Committee Meeting in the Mt. Magnet Shire 
Council Chambers. The ‘MRVC’ continues to be an active Council in the control of wild dogs 
with the construction and ongoing maintenance works on the No 1 and No 2 Vermin Fences. 

On 18th February an Audit Committee Meeting was held to consider the 2024 Audit Report of 
the Cue Shire of Cue, and it was recommended that the Report be accepted and put to    
Council at the next ordinary meeting.  At the Shire Council Meeting held following the Audit 
Committee Meeting Council:- 

• Accepted the Audit Committee’s recommendation to Council that it adopts the 2024 
Compliance Audit Return; and 

• adopted the 2024 Compliance Audit Report as presented. 
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The next Local Government ordinary election will be held on 18 October 2025. The Shire of 
Cue will have three Councillor positions become vacant.  

• Council declared that, in accordance with section 4.20(4) of the Local Government Act 
1995, the WA Electoral Commissioner to be responsible for the conduct of the 2025    
ordinary election together with any other elections or polls which may be required; and 

• Decided, in accordance with section 4.61(2) of the Local Government Act 1995 that the 
method of conducting the election will be as a postal election. 

 
On 19

th
 February I attended  WALGA’s Metropolitan Waste Advisory Council Meeting 

(‘MWAC’). Topics discussed included the local waste law review, the 2025 Waste and         
Environment Summit, waste recovery, hazardous and e-waste, landfill, product stewardship, 
the circular waste economy along with a discussion on the proposed waste levy.  
On 27

th
 February and I met with two representatives from the Department of Energy, Mines, 

Industry Regulation and Safety ‘(DMirs ’) who are currently conducting a review of the       
abandoned minesite area within a 1km radius of the Cue Primary School. The Department is 
looking to undertake a project of ensuring that any abandoned sites are made safe. There will 
be more on this project over the next 12 months. 
 
On 27

th
 February The CEO and I travelled to Mt. Magnet to attend Local Government training 

delivered by WALGA. The training was well attended by Councillors and CEO’s from Mt.   
Magnet, Yalgoo and Cue and was delivered by Mark Chester, a now retired and experienced 
Local Government CEO. With so many changes to the compliance obligations on CEO’s and 
Councillors it is mandatory to continue to upskill and undertake training.  

Mt. Magnet Shire Council Chambers 
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Shire President  
Les Price 

We were saddened to learn of the passing of pastoralist Tom Jackson from Austin Downs  
Station. Our sincere condolences go out to Barbara, Jo, Martin and families. 
 
Tom was President of the Shire Of Chittering in the 1990’s and, as Councillors, we know the 
time effort and energy Tom would have dedicated to that role. Tom’s work ethic and energy 

Tom Jackson, Austin Downs Station 
Vale Tom. 

As always do not hesitate to contact myself or any of the other Councillors if you have a matter 
you need to bring to the attention of Council and then administration. 
 
Until the next edition of the Dryblower.  
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Next visit: contact Coral on 0407 424 435 
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The final issue of The Murchison Times and Cue - Big Bell - Reedy Advocate 

was published in March 1942, marking the end of a newspaper series that 

began with The Murchison and Day Dawn Gazette in 1894. It was renamed 

The Murchison Times in 1924 before adopting its final  title in 1937. 

Since its inception in 1894, the paper’s publication schedule varied. Initially 

printed twice a week, it increased to three times a week in late 1896. In 

1914, it reverted to twice-weekly editions before shifting to a weekly format 

in 1916. 

The first edition, Vol. 1, No. 1, was printed and published on 15 August 

1894 by James Thomson, sole proprietor of The Murchison Times and Day 

Dawn Gazette, in Cue, Western Australia. By the newspaper’s final years, 

printing was conducted for Geraldton Newspapers in Geraldton, with     

publication continuing under The Murchison Times name in Cue. 
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1. The western film buff doesn’t have property on Saint Martin. 

2. The horror film buff has an anniversary before Angel but doesn’t live in Jamaica. 

3. The person with a home in Jamaica is not Camryn. 

4. Either the person whose anniversary is May 23 or July 10 owns property in Jamaica. 

5. The person whose anniversary is on February 16 loves sports films. 

6. Of Reese and Hayley, one has an anniversary on July 10 and the other loves sports films. 

7. The 5 people are, the person who has a home in Jamaica, Reese, the person whose anniver-

sary is February 16, the musical film buff, and the person who has a home in Saint Martin. 

8. The person with a home in Aruba has an anniversary before the musical film lover. 

9. The person who has a home in Saint Kitts has an anniversary before Reese. 

10. The person whose anniversary is February 16 doesn’t have a home in Saint Kitts. 

LOGIC PUZZLE 

CLUES 
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SUDOKU  

2. 

1. 
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March 2025 

RFDS: 

 
Tuesday 4th 

Tuesday 18th 
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 February Answers 
LOGIC PUZZLE 

SUDOKU PUZZLE 
1. 

2. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

30 31     1 

Resin  Art 

Canvas 

      

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

  RFDS Craft Group    

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

   Craft Group 

 

RAW 

   

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

  Council  

Meeting 

 

RFDS 

Craft Group   Market Day 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

   Craft Group  Seniors MT  

March 
2025 



38 

 


