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Julie Humphreys 
Manager 

 

Hi All, 

 

During October we had Department of Transport visit the CRC and they had a very busy day 

with 10 people coming to see them. Department of Transports next visit to Cue will be in 

December on Tuesday 17th. Times to be advised. 

 

We also had Regional Alliance West visit the CRC in October, Ashley for money business and 

Tara for legal issues. Please make sure you come and see them when they are in Cue if you 

need any advise regarding legal or money issues. They are here to help and it is a FREE    

service provided by RAW.  

 

Coral from Westcoast Seafood was here in October as well, providing us with some         

awesome seafood, her next visit is in December. 

 

I went to Local Government Week in Perth in October, with the other councillors and shire 

staff, it was worth the time I took away from the CRC to attend. There were some great 

speakers and memorable events and I learned some interesting things. I think my favourite 

speakers were Layne Beachley and husband Kirk Pengilly.  I remember hearing about female 

surfer Layne Beachley in my growing up years and funnily enough she is the same age as 

me, her husband, Kirk Pengilly is one of the founder members of INXS and we were           

entertained with him playing guitar and singing two INXS songs solo.  

 

We’ve stopped most events and activities for the year as we are coming into the summer 

season and there aren’t many people around, but the conference room is always available 

every Wednesday for Craft Group.  We are having the Seniors Morning Tea on Monday the 

11th November. The Cue CRC is having its Annual General Meeting on Monday the 18th 

November and everyone is welcome to attend. Details on the next page. 

 

We haven’t decided whether or not we’ll be closing over the Christmas break, but we will 

keep you informed. Keep an eye out on our Facebook page for more information. 
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The Shire has now officially opened the gym facilities for the community to enjoy the benefits 
through annual or monthly membership. We have a number of suggestions from our “Name 
the Gym” competition and hope to announce a new name in the next edition of the            
Dryblower. 
 
A number of Councillors, staff and I attended the WALGA annual Local Government        
Convention. This year’s event had over 650 delegates, from around the State. The             
conference provided attendees with a great opportunity to network with other Councillors and 
Shire staff to discuss common problems/solutions facing Shires. We also had updates from 
the State Government and the sector on emerging trends and potentials threats and          
opportunities facing Local Governments. 
 
The convention included the Mayors and Presidents Forum, Welcome Drinks and Local   
Government Awards, Heads of Agencies Breakfast, the WALGA Annual General Meeting, 
Gala Cocktail Function and Convention Breakfast with keynote speaker Layne Beachley and 
Kirk Pengilly. 

 
It’s that time of the year again!!! The Christmas Light Competition is open for 2024. Please 
see details in this edition of the Dryblower. Remember to fill in your registration and return to 
the Shire Admin Office to be eligible for prizes. 
 
Preparations are underway for Australia Day 2025, and it will be another spectacular event 
with live music and fireworks. We were successful in obtaining grant funding again this year 
through National Australia Day Council. More details will be provided closer to the event. 
 

The Shire will be holding a short Remembrance Day Service on Monday 11 November 2024 
commencing at 10.45am. It will be held at Arthur Stanley Gurney Park, Austin St Cue (next to 
the Shire Admin Building).  
 
WA Seniors Week runs from 12 to 19 November to recognise the important role that seniors 
play in our community and acknowledge the contributions of older Western Australians. On 
Monday 11 November at 12.30pm we will celebrate Seniors Week with a luncheon at the 
Cue Community Resource Centre. Bookings are appreciated for catering purposes by      
contacting Tracy at the Shire office. Please let us know if you require assistance to attend the 
event.  
 
The Murdoch University Vet Program was held on Friday 25 October at the Shire Hall.      
Students from the University provided free pet checks, sterilisation and microchipping under 
the guidance of three senior vets. We had 16 animals sterilised, and 29 animals were 
checked by the students. The program was again a great success. Thank you to Peter Smith 
from Canine Control for organising this again and ensuring everything ran smoothly on the 
day. 
 
The Department of Fire and Emergency Services will be undertaking controlled burning within 
the Cue Town site with a focus on the creek line that runs parallel to Stewart St between the 
Light Industrial area and the residential area.  
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The Shire working in conjunction with the Department of Fire and Emergency Services will be 
undertaking fire break works around Cue town site. Owners and occupiers of land are        
reminded of their obligations to clear and maintain fire breaks over the summer months.  
 
The summer months are a time of storms and cyclones. Residents are reminded to clean up 
and remove any unwanted or loose items from their property that could cause damage in a 
storm. Larger items can be collected by contacting the Manager of Works and Services to 
make arrangements. 
 
Dog owners are reminded of their obligations to keep their dogs contained within the     
boundaries of their property or on a leash while walking. Please be considerate of others as it 
can be quite confronting to be approached by an unknown dog while out walking. The Shire 
Ranger visits the area frequently and will take action against unrestrained dogs in public   
places. This may result in a financial penalty to the owner. The only authorised area within 
the townsite where dogs are permitted to be exercised off-leash is the town oval. It is your 
responsibility to control and look after your pets. 
 
Mosquito fogging operations are being undertaken when weather conditions allow. Residents 
are asked to check their properties and remove any potential mosquito breeding areas, by 
emptying containers holding water, ensuring gutters are not holding water and checking 
yards for areas that hold water. 
 
We ask everyone to be vigilant as the warmer weather brings out snakes in and around town. 
Please use caution when out walking. Keeping grass short and cleaning up around the yard 
will help to keep them away.  
 
Upcoming Events: 

• Monday 11 November - Remembrance Day 

• Monday 11 November - Seniors Luncheon 

• Tuesday 19 November - Ordinary Council Meeting  

• Thursday 05 December - Volunteers Event 

• Saturday 07 December - Town Christmas Function 

• Tuesday 10 December - Seniors Christmas Function 

• Friday 13 December - Christmas Lights - nominations close 

• Tuesday 17 December - Christmas Lights - Judging  

 
Christmas Closure Dates 

 
The Shire Admin Office and Works Department  

will close at  
12pm on Thursday 19 December 2024 

and reopen at  
9.00am on Monday 06 January 2025 

 
Rubbish Collection Days 

Rubbish collection days for this period will remain the normal collection days. 
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Licensed Electrician 

PH: 0447 170 122 
 

SERVICING MIDWEST — BASED IN CUE 
MINING | INDUSTRIAL | COMMERCIAL | DOMESTIC 

 
admin@accessec.com.au 

 

EC14411 

mailto:admin@accessec.com.au
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We can collect from Shops, Businesses and Houses 

We can connect freight from Perth on our other service 

Booking Enquiries 0458274428 
Or email gtmoverswa@gmail.com 
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Hi ‘Dryblower’ Readers, 

Your Council and the Shire Administration continue to work together to carry out the various programs we hope 

will be of benefit to our community in the years that follow . 

October was again a busy month particularly as our Councillors, the CEO and some Shire staff attended the 2024 

Western Australian Local Government Association (‘WALGA’) Convention. The Convention was held at the Perth 

Convention and Exhibition Centre from 8
th

 to 11
th

 October. 

The annual convention provides an opportunity for representatives from all 139 WA Local Governments to meet, 

network, attend the Annual General Meeting and learn about the current Federal and State Government        

developments that can and do impact our local communities. The event also included a trade exhibition centre 

where WALGA’s preferred suppliers were given the opportunity to promote their plant, equipment and          

machinery and goods and services to Local Governments.  

Our Shire is always looking to invest in the best of technology and ensure that our plant and equipment is   

modern and in good working order. During the exhibition I had the opportunity to attend several of the        

exhibitors’ areas with the Manager Works & Services, John (‘JC’) Curtin. I learned very quickly how               

knowledgeable JC is in all areas of machinery, plant and equipment which our Shire currently utilises and that 

which we hope to purchase in the future. 
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In addition, the Convention was presented with Keynote speaker,              

Dr. Chadden Hunter who is a wildlife filmmaker, environmentalist,            

adventurer and Sir David Attenborough’s right hand man in the production 

the Planet Earth series.   

 On 7
th

 October I attended WALGA’s Strategic Planning/State Council  

Workshop. WALGA is looking to develop its corporate and strategic plan for 

the next 5 years. Planning is critical in all areas of Local Government        

particularly in a world where the rate of change is accelerating. The meeting 

brought to our attention that we are living in the time of ‘VUCA’             

VOLATILITY - UNCERTAINTY - COMPLEXITY - AMBIGUITY. Because of this 

new and unpredictable environment, it is almost impossible to predict 

threats or opportunities - at the same time, the potential for disruption is 

very high. Your Council has in place a robust and complete corporate     

business plan to see us over the next five (5) years. In saying that, our Shire 

is always ready to review our Strategic Plan should the circumstances 

change.   

I attended a Mayors and Presidents Forum on 8
th

 October. The Forum presents leaders of Local Government 

with an opportunity to engage and exchange views on issues facing each of our Local Governments. Some of 

the issues discussed included:- 

The Forum also discussed various issues likely to be part of the State 2025 Elections. One of the most significant 

concerns for all ratepayers is the cost of living. I listen to both Federal and State politicians talk about the issues, 

however long term solutions appear very difficult to find. In the meantime, Immediate Government relief is a 

positive step. 

The CEO and I had the opportunity to attend the Heads of Agency breakfast on 9
th

 October. My focus at the 

meeting with Department of Energy, Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety (‘DMir’s) was to engage with the   

Department with a view to looking at moving the Great Fingal Mine Office into Cue.  

• Cost of Living 

• Housing 

• Environment/climate change 

• Immigration 

• Road funding. 

• Cost shifting on to Local Governments. 

• Accessing grants. 

• Increased funding for regional Local              

Governments. 

• National Disaster relief. 

• Increase in Federal Assistance Grants (FAGS) 
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This has been a long standing Council project centred on a building that has both heritage and mining          

significance. We will keep you posted on any developments.  

 Following the meeting of 3
rd

 September with the Hon. Hannah Beasley MLA Minister for Local Government and 

Youth, and the Minister Assisting the Minister for Training and Workforce Development and representatives 

from the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries, WALGA organised a further meeting 

which was held 11
th

 October. The CEO and I both attended this meeting. The purpose was to identify the most 

significant issues facing our smaller Local Governments which include:- 

The Minister has expressed a desire to work with Band 4 Local Governments to identify the areas of concern and 

look to provide some solutions. The wheels of Government work very slowly but we are hopeful that our collec-

tive voices have been heard. 

• Housing. 

• Medical Services. 

• Renewable Energy. 

• Waste Management. 

• ICT Systems and Software Requirements. 

• Audit Fees. 

Westgold Resources Ltd  held a Community Forum on the 14
th

 October at the Town Hall followed by a BBQ and 

sausage sizzle. Whilst I was unable to be at the forum, I thank Councillors Houghton, Dennis and Humphreys for 

attending and representing the Council. I would also like to thank Bonnie Mason from Westgold’s head office 

for reaching out and engaging with the Community. It is important that we as community have constant        

dialogue with the mining companies that operate within our Shire boundaries. We also like to thank Westgold 

for their contributions to our Community and willingness to be an effective and responsive corporate citizen. 

 

Councillor Dennis and I attended the Murchison Regional Vermin Council (‘MRVC’) meeting in Mt. Magnet on 

16
th

 October, along with representatives from Yalgoo, Sandstone and Mt. Magnet. The MRVC has been in       

operation since 1963 and remains an effective Council in the control of wild dogs. The prime function of the 

Council is to construct and maintain vermin proof fencing which currently covers approximately 1,007kms 

through our MidWest region. The current focus of the Council has been to seek approval from the Minister 

(Hon. Hannah Beasley MLA Minister for Local Government) to convert the Council to a Regional Subsidiary.  The 

main reason is to reduce operational costs of the Council, minimise audit costs from the Office of the Auditor 

General (‘OAG’), reduced financial reporting compliance and thereby minimise the financial burden on our   

member Councils. One of the other advantages of a Regional Subsidiary is that positions on the MRVC are open 

to any person within the Shire and are not limited to those persons being required to be a Shire Councillor. 

 

Cue Shire Council held its monthly meeting on 22
nd

 October. The significant matters considered include:- 

1. WALGA’s advocacy position on the Local Government Act reforms. The Local Government Amendment 

Act 2023 introduced a range of electoral reforms that came into effect prior to the 2023 Local             

Government ordinary elections. Some of the electoral reforms introduced were simply not workable for 

smaller Local Governments. Council has been asked to provide feedback on WALGA’s advocacy position 

in relation to Local Government Elections.  
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Shire President  
Les Price 

1. Development Application - Workers Accommodation Lot 609 Dowley Street, Cue. Council considered and 

approved a request to modify the Planning Approval for workers accommodation units on Lot 609 (23) 

Dowley Street, Cue 

Details of the above matters are available on the Shire website and can be found by accessing the following link. 

https://www.cue.wa.gov.au/council-meetings/ordinary-council-meeting/ordinary-council-meeting/123/

documents/public-agenda-22-october-2024.pdf 

On 23
rd

 October I attended WALGA’s Municipal Waste Advisory Council (‘MWAC’) meeting where all things 

waste is discussed. The disposal and the recycling of waste around the world has become a significant issue and 

we in Cue are not immune from the impacts of the storage and recycling of waste. 

1. WALGA is looking to advocate to broaden the Container Deposit Scheme to include a wider range of 
products which would include wine and spirit bottles and larger sizes of currently eligible containers.  

2. WALGA is also advocating to maintain a resource recovery target of 85% for eligible containers and a   
focus on litter reduction. 

As chair of WALGA’s Environment Policy Team I attended an Agenda briefing with Executive Manager of Policy 

Nicole Matthews on 28
th

 October. The major issue under discussion included:- 

• Native Vegetation Clearing Permits. 

• Protect and preserve agricultural lands. 

• Renewable energy facilities. 

• Advocating to improve DMIRS and DWER approval processes 

The follow up Environment Policy Team meeting held on 30
th

 October discussed the above matters as well as 

other environmental concerns facing Local Governments across the State.   

               

  

 

 

 

 

 

I Hope you find the Council article of interest as we do our best to keep you informed on what’s happening in 

the Local Government sector. Your engagement with our Councillors is important if we are to progress the    

issues you consider important to our town, out residents and ratepayers. Please feel free to contact any of your 

local Councillors to discuss any matters you consider are of importance. We like to hear from you.  

I hope you all continue to be informed of some of our regular Council activities and any feedback is most      

welcome.  

Also, a timely reminder that 11
th

 November is Remembrance Day. Spare a little time at 11.00am to reflect on 

what our service men and women gave up so that we could enjoy the freedoms we have today.  

https://www.cue.wa.gov.au/council-meetings/ordinary-council-meeting/ordinary-council-meeting/123/documents/public-agenda-22-october-2024.pdf
https://www.cue.wa.gov.au/council-meetings/ordinary-council-meeting/ordinary-council-meeting/123/documents/public-agenda-22-october-2024.pdf
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RSVP 
By 

3rd December 2024 
To Jenni on 

0438 280 947 
 

If you require transport contact Jenni on the 
above number. 
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Jack "Lucky" O'Reilly, now a revered elder in the community, reflected on the journey 

that had brought Auraria to this moment. His discovery of the mother lode had set the 

town on a path of prosperity, but it was his unwavering belief in the resilience of its 

people that had truly shaped its destiny. 

 

Standing before the statue erected in his honour, Jack felt a swell of gratitude for the 

town that had become his home. Auraria, with its dusty streets and sun-baked       

buildings, held within it the essence of his dreams—the dreams of a better life, of    

community, and of hope. 

 

As the townsfolk gathered to celebrate the anniversary of his discovery, Jack knew that 

the true legacy of Auraria lay not in the gold that lay buried beneath its surface, but in 

the bonds of friendship, the spirit of innovation, and the unwavering determination of 

its people. 

 

As the sun set over Auraria, casting a golden glow over the bustling streets, Jack smiled, 

knowing that the dusty outpost he had once called home had become a beacon of 

hope in the heart of the outback. 
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1. Veronica was born after the person with the titanium ring. 

2. Of Marcos and the person who had a neon light, one wears a silver ring and the other the 

titanium ring. 

3. The person with the titanium ring was born after Marcos. 

4. The person with the gold ring didn’t have the sodium vapour light. 

5. The person with the fluorescent light was born after the person with the neon light. 

6. Daniela was born on March 5th. 

7. The person born on October 27th had the sodium vapour light. 

8. Kelsey doesn’t have the platinum ring. 

9. The 5 people were Kelsey, the one with the mercury vapour light, the one with a white gold 

ring, the person born on April 7th and Asia. 

10. Either the person born on March 5th or April 7th wears a yellow gold ring. 

11. Asia was not born on November 4th. 

LOGIC PUZZLE 

CLUES 
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SUDOKU  

2. 

1. 
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November 2024 

RFDS: 

 
 

Tuesday 12th 

Tuesday 26th 

___________ 
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 SEPTEMBER ANSWERS 
LOGIC PUZZLE 

SUDOKU PUZZLE 
1. 

2. 
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Next visit: Tuesday 10th December 2024 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     1 2 

       

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

       

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

 Remem-

brance Day 

 

Seniors Week 

Lunch 

RFDS     

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

 CRC AGM Council  

Meeting 

  Cue 

Parliament 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

  RFDS     

NOVEMBER 
2024 
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