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Julie Humphreys 
Manager 

 

Hello Cue! 

April at the Cue Community Resource Centre was buzzing with activity! 

Our Craft Group is thriving, with a consistent turnout of 4 to 5 enthusiasts every Wednesday. 

The grand opening of the gazebo was a hit, with Ashley Friesen captivating over 40          

attendees with his performance. Our Etching Workshop was well-received, drawing in seven 

eager participants, with five completing beautiful projects to take home. The Sunday      

Markets were bustling, with 5 stall holders and plenty of visitors enjoying the atmosphere. 

We even utilized the gazebo for a cozy spot to unwind with a cuppa, while also hosting a 

successful cake stall to support the Biggest Morning Tea fundraiser. 

We had a visit from the Department of Transport on April 15th, and they'll be returning on 

May 2nd from 9 am to 2:30 pm. 

Looking ahead to May, we have some exciting events planned. There will be a beauty    

treatment evening to celebrate Mothers Day, another engaging craft workshop, and of 

course, our regular Craft Group gatherings every Wednesday. Additionally, mark your      

calendars for the Biggest Morning Tea on the 21st May—we hope to raise in excess of 

$1500 and have made a good start with our bake sale at the April Markets and the MBT 

mugs raising over $250 already. Sunday Markets in May with be on the 26th. Plus, don't 

miss out on the remote   services provided by Services Australia on May 29th from 9 am to 

2 pm. 

It's wonderful to see such a vibrant community spirit at Cue CRC, and we look forward to 

more fantastic events in the months to come! 
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It is with sadness that I acknowledge the passing of Petronelle (Pixie) Pigdon and pass on 
condolences to Ross and family on behalf of the Shire of Cue. Pixie passed away on 17 April 
2024 and a funeral service was held on 29 April 2024. Pixie served on Council from 2012 to 
2017 and supported many community groups to bring positive change for the benefit of Cue.  
 
Wayne Bramwell, Managing Direct of Westgold Resources Limited provided a community 
update on 8 April 2024. Wayne provided an overview of Westgold’s operations in and around 
Cue as well as answered any questions from the community members in attendance. The 
main topics from the community centered around local employment opportunities, weather 
Westgold would consider allowing visitors to access Westgold leases for prospecting and the 
future use of the Brega Wells property.  
 
The CRC held their opening night for the new gazebo on Saturday 13 April 2024.   
The gazebo is a great addition to the CRC courtyard area to provide an undercover space 
that will be utilised for a number of uses in the future. Around fifty people attended the open-
ing with live music from Ashley Friesen and food provided by the CRC.   
 
The ANZAC Day memorial service held at Arthur Stanley Memorial Park was well attended 
with well over a hundred people up early for the dawn service. This was followed by about 
half of the attendees joining us for breakfast at the Murchison Club Hotel. We had the honor 
of Phill Gurney attend the service and breakfast. Phill is a relative of Arthur Stanley Gurney, 
recipient of the Victoria Cross. 
 
Barefoot bowls is on every Wednesday night from 6.30pm to 8,30pm. Everyone is welcome 
to attend this free event with all equipment provided. It is great to see the numbers growing 
over the weeks. 
 
Mosquito fogging will be carried out intermittently, when conditions are suitable. This is usu-
ally just before dusk but can also include early morning, to control their numbers. 
 
Upcoming events: 

• Wednesday of every week - Barefoot Bowls  

• First Tuesday of every month - Family Barefoot Bowls 

• First Wednesday of every month - Seniors Morning Tea (Queen of the Murchison) 

• Wednesday 22 May - Little Red in the Hood 

• Tuesday 23 July - Romeo and Juliet 

• Wednesday 21 August - Gina Williams and Guy House 

• Wednesday 18 September - Australian Baroque Vivaldi 
 
Richard Towell 
Chief Executive Officer, Shire of Cue 
 
Next Ordinary Council meeting - 6:30pm Tuesday 21 May 2024 
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It was a beautiful brisk morning for Cue’s Anzac Service which was conducted by Shire 

President Les Price. Attendance was amazing with well over 100 people awaiting the 

sunrise to pay their respects. We also had the honour of a special attendance by Phillip 

Gurney, a relative of Arthur Stanley Gurney VC Cross recipient and the provider of the 

name of our memorial park. 

A lovely breakfast was held at the Murchison Club Hotel.   

Wreaths were laid by: 

 Returned Soldiers:  Alan Pratt 

 Shire of Cue:  CR Ian Dennis 

 Sodexo:   Michelle and Erica 

 Westgold:   Jacob and Liam 

 Cue Primary School:  Cath, Raelene and Lachie 

 And Phillip Gurney 
 
   

ANZAC DAY  2024 
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MURCHISON MARLU  
Junior Football 

Saturday the 27th saw the start of the Junior football season. Attendance was great with 

over 50 kids from Cue, Meekatharra and Mt Magnet turning up for a kick. 

To say the skill of these kids was amazing would be an understatement! The under 9’s 

were fantastic! Great sportsmanship , improving skills and team work. Well done to the 

cheer squad on the sideline for all the kids. 

A big thank you to all that volunteered on the day, your help keep the season free to  

attend for all the kids and help make the day run like clock work and is greatly             

appreciated. 

More volunteers on Saturdays would be very helpful, goal umpires etc. 

Special mention to the group of mums that were at the oval even before we got there to 

set up, kicking the footy with the kids…. Well done!!!!!!  

The next game is a Cue  10.30am start, come down and support the kids and lend a 

hand. 
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Eta Aquarid Meteor Shower | 6th May 

This year, viewing of the eta-Aquarids Meteor Shower will be limited by the Moon. The       

Eta-Aquarid Meteor Shower is active from 19th April to 28th May with the peak happening 

on 6th May. It’s predicted that there will be up to 30 meteors per hour at the peak of activity. 

It’s worth trying to see this meteor shower on the nights either side.  

When and where to look: 
The peak of the meteor shower can be seen from the evening of 6th May to the early    

morning of 7th May. Look near to Saturn in the east for the radiant point of this meteor 

shower. 

Do I Need a Telescope to see a Meteor Shower? 
You don’t need a telescope or binoculars to see a meteor shower. It’s a great time to gather 

with friends, roll out your favourite picnic rug, pack the drinks and snacks, and start counting 

how many “shooting stars” you all see! 

It’s best to view a meteor shower under a dark night sky. Most meteors will be quite faint so 

darker surroundings will make it easier to see them. You might consider heading out to a 

dark sky location at one of WA’s Astrotourism Towns. If you’re an astrophotographer, it is an 

excellent opportunity to image meteors over some of WA’s iconic landscapes. Where are 

WA’s Astrotourism Towns? Fingers crossed for a spectacular show! 

What is a meteor shower? 
Meteors are caused by debris entering Earth’s atmosphere. The debris can be as small as a 

grain of sand which burns up in the atmosphere and causes a bright streak of light to appear 

briefly in our night sky. The debris that causes a meteor can be travelling between 11 to 73 

km/second. 

A meteor shower is a time when you see lots of “shooting stars”. They are the result of Earth 

passing through the trail of debris left by a comet or other object that has come into our   

Solar System and orbited around the Sun. 

The Eta Aquarid Meteor Shower is a result of Earth passing through the debris left by the   

well-known Halley’s Comet. Earth also passes through Halley’s Comet trail of debris in        

October which gives us the Orionids Meteor Shower. 

https://astrotourismwa.com.au/towns/
https://astrotourismwa.com.au/towns/
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Hi to all ‘Dryblower’ readers, 

 

April 2024 was again a busy time for Councillors and the Shire Administration with much activity focused on the 

Western Australian Local Government Association (WALGA) Murchison Country Zone Meeting, affectionately 

referred to as the ‘Cue Parliament’.  

 

April started off with WALGA holding its usual Information Forum on 3
rd

 April with the main topic of discussion 

being Emergency Management Plans Policies and Agreements. Being prepared for an emergency is critical as 

well as having the capacity to recover from the event and having adequate available resources. 

 

On 8
th

 April Westgold Resources Ltd undertook a Community Update at the Cue Town Hall with Managing    

Director Wayne Bramwell, along with his team, delivering a ‘meet and greet’ session and providing the         

community with an update on the company’s mining activities. The company is moving in a new direction and 

community engagement is an area of focus. Local employment opportunities and concerns over the inability of 

visiting prospectors to conduct their activities on Westgold mining tenements were some of the concerns raised 

by the attendees.   

 

Councillors attended the Cue Shire Council Forum on 9th April which provided the opportunity to discuss the 

progress of current projects in and around the town and the status of new projects coming on stream.         

Councillors were provided with a briefing from CEO Richard Towell and Luke, Acting Works Supervisor, on the 

day-to-day activities.  

 

Councillor Ian Dennis and I attended the Murchison Regional Vermin Council Meeting in Mt. Magnet on 10
th

 

April. The MRVC has the responsibility of constructing and maintaining the vermin proof fence which has been 

constructed around 52 pastoral leases and aims to prevent the incursion of wild dogs, which ultimately impacts 

the production of livestock and pastoral businesses.   

 

The Council has been very supportive of the Cue Community Resource Centre, and we were fortunate to be   

invited to attend the opening of the new gazebo on 13
th

 April. This will be a great asset to the town, and we 

have CRC Chairman Catherine Willett, supported by CRC Manager, Julie Humphreys, to thank for their           

dedication in bringing this project to fruition. For those who have not visited the CRC come in and browse 

through the shop and take a look at the gazebo. 

 

WALGA conducted a Selection Committee meeting on 16
th

 April which, I attended as part of my role on the 

State Council. The meeting considers the appointment or recommendations for an appointment, to various  

Government positions which, in this instance, related to the Local Government Grants Commission and the Local 

Government Advisory Board. Both these roles are of significant to all local Governments but more so, to the 

smaller regional councils who rely so much on funding for various planned projects. We encourage all elected 

members and Local Government Officers to apply for these roles to not only broaden their knowledge but    

consider opportunities which might result from these roles. 

 

The monthly Shire Council meeting was held on 16th April. Council considered and adopted the Cue Master Plan 

2025-2029 - the proposed Recreation Precinct project adjacent to the railway building. This is a significant plan, 

and it is hoped that funding from the Department of Infrastructure through the ‘Growing Regions Program’ will 

see the plan evolve. The April 2024 Shire Council Meeting Agenda sets out the concept and it is worth seeing 

what we have planned.   
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The meeting also adopted the draft 2025-2029 Corporate Business Plan. The Administration has worked tirelessly 

to provide a plan that sits within the Vision, Mission and Values of our community. 

 

On 17
th

 April I attended a further meeting of WALGA’s Selection Panel to consider further matters related to the 

recommendations adopted at the meeting on 16
th

 April. The appointments we recommend are presented to the 

relevant Minister for consideration. These appointments are a valuable connection between the two tiers of    

Government being the State Government and the Local Government sector. 

 

Councillors were invited to attend the Sundowner on 19
th

 April which was held at the Cue Community Resource 

Centre. This event is the precursor to the ‘Cue Parliament’, which is held the following day.  The event was held in 

the CRC’s new gazebo and gives Councillors and those who attend the opportunity to network with                

representatives from organisations like Regional Development Australia Mid-West Gascoyne, Westgold          

Resources Ltd, Main Roads Geraldton, DFES, the ABC, Civic Legal, David Price Consulting along with many others 

who attended the event. With the help of CRC staff, Tracy Bachraty prepared the Cue Heritage Centre with a well 

laid out restaurant like area for all attendees to enjoy a sumptuous meal topped off with a pavlova and       

cheesecake dessert. Thanks also go to the Cue Shire Staff for preparing the evening cuisine and making the 

evening a success. 

On 19
th

 April the CEO, Richard Towell and I attended the April 2024 meeting of the Murchison Country Zone 

meeting (‘Cue Parliament’) which was held in the Cue Sire Council Chambers. Representative from our six (6) 

Murchison Shires of Meekatharra, Yalgoo, Sandstone, Cue and Mt. Magnet and the Shire of Murchison           

converged on Cue to discuss issues which impact our local shires and the region in general. The meeting was 

attended by members of Parliament with Hon Melissa Price MP, Hon Merome Beard MLA and Hon Shane Love 

MLA providing the meeting with an insight into the activities of the Federal and State Governments.                          

Representatives from various Departments including DFES, MRD, WACHS, Regional Development Australia      

Mid-West Gascoyne, Water Corporation and Mid-West Development Commission made themselves available. 

The ABC Mid-West also attended while Anthony Quahe from Civic Legal provided an overview of the services on 

offer which might affect Local Government, and David Price from David Price Consulting provided an                           

entertaining presentation on meeting procedures. 
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As usual, the Cue Shire Staff worked tirelessly to make the event a huge success. Thanks also to Helen and the 

Murchison Club Hotel for putting on the lunch. Rosco Foulkes-Taylor from the Shire of Murchison chaired       

another successful meeting for the Murchison Country Zone of WALGA. 

 

All Councillors attended a training session on 20th April in which David Price delivered an informative      

presentation on Councillor Meeting Procedures while Anthony Quahe from Civic Legal presented to Councillors 

on their roles and responsibilities as elected Members. 

 

I also attended WALGA’s Metropolitan Waste advisory Council on 24
th

 April. Topics relating to waste and waste 

recovery, hazardous and e-waste, landfill, product stewardship, the circular waste economy along with a       

discussion on the proposed waste levy.  

25th April saw a well-attended ANZAC Day Dawn Service followed by a hearty breakfast at the Murchison Club 

Hotel. This ANZAC Day service was of special significance. Arthur Stanley Gurney VC is remembered by those in 

our town for his feats on the battlefield where he sacrificed his life for the freedom we enjoy today. Amongst 

those who attended the Dawn Service was Phil Gurney, a great grandnephew of Arthur and we were pleased to 

invite Phil to lay a wreath in Arthur’s honour.  
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Shire President  
Les Price 

On a more sombre note, I make mention of the passing of one of Cue’s favourite residents and former          

Councillors, Petronelle (Pixie) Pigdon who passed away recently. Not only was Pixie fondly remembered in Cue 

but highly regarded across the Murchison region where she worked as a nurse and at Bell’s Emporium in Cue.  

 

Pixie served on the Cue Shire Council from May 2012 to October 2017, where she was a fearless and proactive 

supporter of Cue and all that it had to offer. As a Councillor Pixie was a selfless advocate for Cue and stood firm 

on her principles and beliefs.  

 

Pixie was a member on the Mid West Health Board for four years and served tirelessly to improve the health   

services in the Murchison region and fought to have two nurses located in Cue. Pixie also assisted the Cue     

Nursing Post when required to relieve pressure from the nursing staff at that time. 

 

Such was Pixie’s dedication to her role as a Councillor and the town of Cue she was also one of the founding 

members of the Cue Community Resource Centre. Pixie served on the CRC Board and dedicated her time to   

ensuring that Cue was able to be part of a wider CRC network whereby visitors, tourists, and town folk could 

have access to a range of Government services which included Centrelink, Department of Transport and others 

as well as access to a computer network for people to undertake online banking and attend to emails.  

RIP Pixie 

Gone but not forgotten! 
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We can collect from Shops, Businesses and Houses 

We can connect freight from Perth on our other service 

Booking Enquiries 0458274428 
Or email gtmoverswa@gmail.com 
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Licensed Electrician 

PH: 0447 170 122 
 

SERVICING MIDWEST — BASED IN CUE 
MINING | INDUSTRIAL | COMMERCIAL | DOMESTIC 

 
admin@accessec.com.au 

 

EC14411 

mailto:admin@accessec.com.au
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As the initial excitement of the gold rush began to fade, Auraria found itself grappling with 

the strains of prosperity. Main Street, once teeming with activity, now bore the marks of a 

town stretched thin. The wooden buildings, hastily erected during the boom, showed signs of 

wear and tear streets were littered with the leftovers of progress. 

Jack "Lucky" O'Reilly, once hailed as a hero, now found himself shouldering the weight of   

expectation. The mother lode, while bountiful, was not endless, and the town's fortunes     

began to fluctuate with the ebb and flow of the gold supply. Miners, once united in their   

pursuit of wealth, now eyed each other with suspicion, each guarding their claims with a 

fierce determination born of desperation. 

Sarah Turner, the town's schoolteacher, watched with a heavy heart as Auraria struggled to 

reconcile its newfound wealth with the realities of life in the outback. The school, once a  

beacon of hope, now faced dwindling attendance as families left in search of greener       

pastures. Sarah, however, remained steadfast in her belief that Auraria's true wealth lay not in 

its gold but in the resilience of its people. 

As tensions simmered beneath the surface, Jack O'Reilly called for a town meeting. Miners, 

merchants, and residents alike gathered in the dusty square, their faces etched with worry 

and uncertainty. Jack, standing before them, spoke of the challenges ahead and the need for 

unity in the face of adversity. His words, though filled with conviction, echoed against the 

backdrop of a town teetering on the brink of discord. 
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Cue  

Thursday 2nd May 9am—2.30pm, Wednesday 19th June 

72 Austin Street, Cue WA 6640 
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May 2024 

RFDS: 

 
Tuesday 14th  

Tuesday 28th 

 
Please contact the 

Nursing Post  for 

GRAMS. 
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LOGIC PUZZLE 

CLUES 
1. Kayleigh likes flatbread. 

2. Kayleigh was born before the person who likes pita. 

3. Of the person who likes pumpernickel and Weston, one likes bamboo furniture and 

the other likes ash wood. 

4. The person who likes challah was born after the person who likes bamboo. 

5. The person who likes mahogany was born on either 20th August or 3rd October. 

6. Neither Imani or Kayleigh like walnut. 

7. The person who likes pumpernickel was born after Imani. 

8. The person born on 12th July likes pumpernickel. 

9. The 5 people were the one who likes challah, Bridget, the one who has walnut furni-

ture, the person born on 20th August and the one who likes naan. 

10. The person born on 3rd October doesn’t like walnut furniture. 
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SUDOKU  

2. 

1. 
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 APRIL ANSWERS 
LOGIC PUZZLE 
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Join us at the Cue CRC on  
Tuesday 21st May from 10.30am  

to help raise money for the  
Biggest Morning Tea. 
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Next visit: Tuesday 7th May 2024 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 2 3 4 

    Seniors  

Morning Tea 

 

Bowls 

 CRC Morning 

Tea 

Football 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

  Family Bowls 

 

West Coast 

Seafood 

Craft Group 

 

Bowls 

 CRC Morning 

Tea 

Football 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

 MD Beauty  

Treatment 

RFDS Craft Group 

 

Bowls 

Little Red in 

the Hood 

CRC Morning 

Tea 

Football 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Craft  

Workshop 

 Biggest 

Morning Tea 

 

Council  

Meeting 

Craft Group 

 

Bowls 

 

 

 CRC Morning 

Tea 

Football 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Sunday  

Markets 

 RFDS Craft Group 

 

Bowls 

 CRC Morning 

Tea 

 

MAY 2024 
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