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Hello Cuemmunity, 

 

Until further notice the Cue CRC will have the new opening hours of 9.00am to 

4.00pm, Monday to Friday. 

We say goodbye to Jess, as she decided to resign from her position here at the 

CRC, so we are looking for a new employee ...details on the next page. 

 

JUNE AT THE CRC 
 

Those of you who have been coming to our morning teas of Friday know that 

we are having some yummy desserts, I’m trying a different things each week. 

We’ve had  pastry cones filled with cream and custard, lemon cheesecake, and 

yes I had a lazy day one week and bought cakes from the café. And did I cop 

some flack for that? But every week is enjoyable, having a cuppa, cake and a 

chat with some lovely people. 

 

The CRC hosted a Sausage Sizzle for the tourist park on the 24th June which 

turned out great. As it was the first one of the season we weren’t expecting a 

huge turnout, but with about 50 guests we were very happy. The CRC greatly 

appreciates and thanks those of you who volunteered to help with the event 

and the donations from the guests attending was outstanding. 

 

WHAT’S NEW 
 

We are starting an evening sewing for charity group. We’re going to making 

developmental hearts to start off with. Developmental Hearts are fabric hearts 

worn against the parents skin so that the fabric absorbs the parents scent and 

then put on the baby, so they can get used to the scent of their parents.  
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While I have officially returned to work from annual leave, I am currently still in Launceston 
with my family, working from home. I had delayed my return to WA in the hope that the hard 
border restriction would be lifted in time to avoid quarantine requirements on my return, 
however developments in Victoria spoiled those plans. I will now be returning to WA on 10 
July where I will be required to self-isolate at home for 14 days before I can return to the  
office. 
 
Meanwhile, in Cue, the “new normal” is beginning to take shape. All Shire facilities have 
now been reopened, with appropriate COVID-safe plans in place for the protection of       
patrons.  The photographic display in the admin building is open to the public and all     
playgrounds and outdoor facilities are able to be used. 
 
The Cue Tourist Park is busy with our regular guests returning to the park and a consistent 
flow of travellers passing through and stopping for a look at our historic town. Later this 
month we are expecting Australian country music superstar, Adam Brand, and his family to 
arrive at the park for a new adventure, Road to Gold. While Adam’s music career is on hold 
due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, he will try his luck at making a living pro-
specting for gold, documenting his efforts on his YouTube channel and Facebook to over 
100,000 followers. When asked why he is going to these extreme measures he answers, “I 
have lost my livelihood the same way thousands of other Aussies have, but we can’t give 
up! Having the courage to roll the dice and try something completely different is the only 
way I see us getting through these troubled times. I'm going to do whatever it takes to pro-
vide for my family. I also hope that I might be able to inspire some others to not give up and 
keep on fighting” 
 
Just like chasing a musical dream the Road to Gold can bring heartbreak, pure elation or 
both. Will Adam find gold and steer his family through this uneasy time in our history, or will 
it be another bumpy track he is leading them down? One thing for sure is, and in his own 
words from one of his songs, “I aint gonna die wondering.” 
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Works are continuing on the refurbishment of the old Railway Station building, which is     
being restored and repurposed as a Youth and Community Centre, with assistance from 
Lotterywest. The stonemason has removed all the old paint from the exterior of the      
stonework, and it has already begun transforming the building. Repairs to the stonework will 
be followed by re-pointing of the joints. Inside, restoration works have commenced with the 
timber work being stripped back and repaired and the window frames being sent away for   
re-glazing. The Shire is excited to be breathing new life into this significant heritage building 
for the benefit of the community. 
 
Barefoot bowls initially recommenced on Saturday evenings, however low numbers         
participating suggested that the dark, cold and competition from footy on the TV meant that 
bowling is probably not top of the list of things to do on a Saturday night. A new winter 
timeslot of 1pm on Sundays will hopefully be more attractive. Everybody is welcome, with 
plenty of bowls available for those who do not have their own. 
  
Keep an eye out for more details of the Murchison Youth Sports Carnival to be held in Cue 
on Wednesday 15 July. The Stephen Michael Foundation will be conducting supervised 
sports activities at the town oval for boys and girls aged 8-17. 
 
At the June Council meeting, Councillors agreed to set fees and charges for the 2020/21  
financial year, with the exception of one, at the same level as 2019/20 in recognition of the 
economic impact of COVID-19 on the general community. Burial fees at the Cue Cemetery 
will increase slightly, to help offset the current cost of digging a grave, as this amount is not 
fully recovered by the charge. 
 
Council has already decided to set the 2020/21 budget on the basis that the total amount of 
rates assessed will be the same as the previous financial year. This effectively means a nil 
rate increase for the Shire overall, however individual properties will be affected differently, 
depending on movements in revised valuations to Unimproved Properties recently provided 
by the Valuer General. Rate notices will not be sent until later in the year when the 2020/21 
budget is adopted, however if you have a question about your rates, or the rating system in 
general I am happy to take your call. 
 
Rob Madson 
Chief Executive Officer, Shire of Cue 

 
Next ordinary Council meeting - 6:30pm Tuesday 21 July 2020 
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Traffic 
 

G’day good people of Cue. As per usual we hope this edition finds everyone in our 
Cuemmunity in good health bearing in mind the situation the country still finds itself in with 
regards the impact Coronavirus has had on us as a nation and the devastation to lives and 
livelihoods. 
 
Now that the internal borders have been pulled down, we Cue Police are back to conducting 
a ‘business as usual’ approach.  We are now back conducting RBT’s, drug detection and our 
continued highway presence north and south of Cue. 
 
We still get more than a fair share of the speeders for some bizarre reason. Despite Cue  
Police’s core business being the Policing of our highway’s, it’s becoming as easy as finding 
a lit torch on a dark night and just baffles the hell outta me.  There’s obviously a genuine lack 
of care with some or maybe the some are just paid too much and are looking for a way to 
donate to the government indirectly. 
 
It is pleasing to see all the tourists back on the road again after the enforced “open prison” 
regime we all shared in our varying areas, albeit all for the greater good. 
 
It is always good to be able to travel where we like in our fair state and rightly so.  It is also 
very pleasing to see most caravanner’s doing the right thing and complying with all traffic 
regulations, road rules and standards. 
 
Please all be mindful that when towing the speed on the open road is 100 kph.  People tend 
to be of the mindset that going at 110 kph is the acceptable standard, however the issuing of 
a traffic infringement kinda tells a different story! 
 
 

Crime 
 
Well done you good people of Cue for maintaining Cue’s mantle as a safe and friendly town 
in which to come visit and even stop over, during your commuting around the state. 
 
This will be partly created with the help of our parents in town, doing their bit to occupy and 
keep their children on the right path. 
 
I keep mentioning that the way forward IS without doubt a good education.  We can’t all be 
rocket scientists but the ability to read, write and count our wages/pocket money properly is 
and will remain an integral part of your lives. 
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That said with the impending school holiday’s looming, let’s keep on top of things and   
maintain the parenting.  Always make sure you know where your kids are and what they are 
up to and let everyone enjoy your holidays too. 
 
As a final note on the Crime section, can I please reiterate how important it is not to become 
too complacent with regards the securing of your property.  If someone wants your property 
more than you do then it will become a target. 
 
Unlike a recent stealing of a motor vehicle in Perth, that was taken for a long joy ride by a 
group of kids and trashed along the way, please don’t think it’s ok to leave your car running 
whilst you pop into the shop quickly, because quickly is enough time for your car to be     
stolen. 
 

Community Policing 
 

As members of the Cuemmunity it is very pleasing to see residents, on the whole, comply 
with and do their best for themselves and others in town. I want to put a shout out of 
‘respect’ to the vollies who continue training in their own time and continue answering your 
phone for those dreaded call outs.  Well done you. 
 
I have not been yet but I am under the  belief the social bowls are back and normally take 
place on a Saturday night at the Shire recreation hall. 
 

Quote of the month 
 

“Life without coffee is like something without something….sorry I haven’t had my coffee yet” 
 

Senior Constable Martin REID  
Cue Police Station 
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We had a very successful School Open Day on Thursday last week. 

Thank you to the parents and grandparents who attended, as well as 

Ruth and Julie.  

Everyone enjoyed a tour of the school and a lovely sausage sizzle 

cooked to perfection by Mr Geoff. We also participated in drumming, 

face painting and fun physical activities on the oval. 

Miss Dani awarded all of the students with a personalised award for the 

Term and Jayziah was awarded the Chaplain Award for his excellent 

participation. 
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In the Design and Technologies Learning   

Area, we made a pirate ship using recycled           

materials. We linked this to an Auslan lesson 

in which they learnt pirate related signs from 

a book. 

We designed two scarecrows to keep our new   

vegetable seedlings safe from the birds. We wanted 

our scarecrows to be clowns. One was meant to 

look like “It the Clown” and the other one a funny 

one. We all think that they both look kind of scary 

though.  
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As many observant locals have noticed, we have commenced work on the Railway Station     

building. To date we have stripped out the old shower stalls, removed all the paint of the    

outside stone work and taken out the window sashes to be sent to Perth for repairs. The  

builders have also stripped the paint off the window sills and doors.  

Work is progressing at a reasonable rate, with the render on the outside of the building        

already repaired through the court yard on the platform side. The building will also see a new 

colour scheme on the outside of the building, so look out for that! 

We have had some discoveries during the demolition of the intrusive elements in the Station.  

Under the 100mm of concrete in the small rooms at the northern end of the building (the    

ladies ablutions), we found there was an original concrete floor with a cement dado around the 

edges. So instead of putting a timber floor in, we will polish up the concrete and leave it as it 

was 120 years ago. We also knocked through to the old fireplace in the ladies waiting room 

and found an old bit of railway line and some small concrete fixtures, so we will find a way to 

display them as part of the interpretation of the building. In the roof cavity we found the side 

of a spool of electric cabling from around the 1920’s or 1930’s by Craigpeak Electric Cabling 

Company in Glasgow, Scotland. 

We have around 8 weeks more work until completion, so look out for further updates on the 

buildings progress! A big thanks to our major support Lotterywest, for their funding of this     

project. 

RAILWAY STATION REFURBISHMENT 
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A Sons Love 

 

Big Bell 
 
When Michael’s Mum, (Joan Bogerd nee Blacklock/Houston), passed away in January 2016, 
aged 84 years old, Michael had to go through all his Mums paperwork. He then came across 
a book on Big Bell and the last reunion 29/8/09, which his Mum had previously spoken about 
many times over the years, of her fond memories, friendship and community spirit in the 
towns of Big Bell and Cue. 
 
After reading the book, and eventually working out each family residential location from the 
information they had, Michael and Susan Houston, then decided to make a visit to Big Bell 
town site in 2018 to locate the two sites. Driving from Perth to Cue, they then visited the Big 
Bell town site, and came across some of the informative signage, which was on the history of 
Big Bell. With map in hand and a lot of circle work; triple checking the locations, they       
eventually found each of Michael’s families’ residential addresses. 
 
As he stood at the foot of each house pad location, and from the many family photos in hand, 
Michael felt an overwhelming connection to his families past. He then contacted the Shire of 
Cue for permission to erect some informative family signs for the Blacklock and Houston    
families’ history. 
 
Finally, to have some acknowledgement for his Mum and Dad and Grandparents, both signs 
were erected on 17/6/20 at each location, by Michael Houston. 
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Blacklock Family - 69 Paton Street, Big Bell 
 
Christina & Bob Blacklock took up residence in Big Bell in 1938 with two children, Joan & 
Sydney. Bob was a fitter and maintained the Power House. Christina was a loving, caring 
mother and housewife. Joan and Sydney went to school in Big Bell until May 1943, when 
World War 11 was declared, and Bob was drafted into the Airforce and posted to Tocumwal 
NSW Airforce Base. 
 
During that time Christina, Joan and Sydney moved back to the big smoke (Perth) and they 
took up residence in Armadale with other family members. 
 
When Bob returned home from the war in 1946, the Blacklock family decided to return back 
to Big Bell, where they had fond memories of friendship and community spirit. 
 
Years later, Joan married Bill William Houston on the 10

th
 April 1952, in Big Bell, and moved 

to 60 Pitt Street, Big Bell (one street away). 
 
Joan and her mother Christina, were keen hockey players in Big Bell for many years and   
enjoyed going to Perth by bus for Country Week with their team members. 
 
They all remained in Big Bell until closure of the mine on 22

nd
 February 1955. 

 
Whilst living in Big Bell, Sydney worked as an Electrical Trades Assistant, and then later 
took up an Electrical apprenticeship when he relocated to Bullfinch. 
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Houston Family – 60 Pitt Street Big Bell 
 
Bill William Houston was originally from Bangor in Ireland and was a paratrooper in the World 
War 11. After the war ended in 1945, Bill and his father, Harry William Houston, then relocated 
from Ireland to Perth, Western Australia. Harry remained in Perth and Bill then moved to Big 
Bell as a carpenter’s assistant in the single men’s quarters until he met Joan Mary Blacklock. 
 
Joan Mary Houston (nee Blacklock) had various jobs over the years, such as Housekeeper & 
Maid at the Big Bell Hotel, Shop Assistant at Bill & Jean Pigdons Grocery and was a Nursing  
Assistant for the local doctor. 
 
Joan (nee Blacklock) and Bill Houston were married in Big Bell on the 10

th
 April 1952. 

 
Joan and her mother Christina, were keen hockey players in Big Bell for many years and     
enjoyed going to Perth by bus for Country Week with their team members. 
 
Joan & Bill remained at Big Bell until the mine closed on the 22

nd
 February 1955. 

 
Joan & Bill Houston, along with Christina, Bob & Sydney Blacklock then moved onto Bullfinch 
Copperhead Gold Mine, near Southern Cross and remained there until its closure in 1963. 
Both families then moved back to Perth. 
 
In later years, Bill and Joan Houston had one child; Michael. 
 
In later years, Sydney Blacklock married Diane Ducas, and they had three children; Gary, 
Ross & Donna. 
 

Acknowledgements & Thanks:- 
Gordon Malcolm - for information on the Big Bell town mapping. 
Lawrence Hinrichs, from Shire of Cue - for taking photos of the existing Big Bell town site informative signs. 
Tracy Bachraty, from Shire of Cue Administration - for providing local information and guidance. 
Julie Humphreys, from the Community Resource Centre - for providing local information to help with the process. 
Peter Lacy (local contractor) and Ben - for drilling of the post holes. 
 
We were hoping that this may encourage other families to do the same. 
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Interested in Heritage? 
 

We are seeking interested parties to help form an incorporated association that 

will help fundraise for the Great Fingall Mine Office Relocation.  

This body will form the governance for the fundraising and act on behalf of Cue 

with regards to the strategy to raise the money for the project and its         

management.  

Please contact Janet Wicks direct to advise of your interest – 0439884427 or  

projects@cue.wa.gov.au 

Look forward to hearing from you!! 

 

mailto:projects@cue.wa.gov.au
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CUE 

  13th July 2020,  1pm - 3pm  

Cue Community Resource Centre 

Karen  92168194 

Please follow any COVID—19 safety rules the 
Cue CRC has in place. The rules are in place to 
keep everyone safe. 
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CLUES 
1.  The one with the 8.30am wake-up call is not Alejandra. 

2.  The one with the 8.00am wake-up call brewed Yirgacheffe coffee. 

3.  Of Itzel and the person who brewed Tarrazu coffee, one lives in the colonial and the other lives in  

      the country house. 

4.  The owner of the duplex didn’t brew Yirgacheffe. 

5.  Itzel has an earlier wake-up call than the owner of the country house. 

6.  The person who brewed the Harrar coffee has a later wake-up call than the person who brewed the 

Tarrazu coffee. 

7.  Either the one with the 6.00am wake-up call or the one with the 7.00am wake-up call lives in the  

      ranch house. 

8.  The 5 people were Cayden, the person who brewed Peaberry coffe, owner of the duplex, the one  

      with 7.00am wakeup call and Alejandra. 

9.  The owner of the country house has an earlier wakeup call than Melody. 

10.  The one with the 6.00am wakeup call is Cali. 

11.  The owner of the bungalow is not Cayden. 
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 LOGIC PUZZLE ANSWERS 

SUDOKU ANSWERS 

SUDOKU # 1 

SUDOKU # 2 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 2 3 4 
 
OP Shop 
 
 

5 
 
Barefoot Bowls 

6 
 
Morning Tea 

7 
 
OP Shop  
 
 

8 
 
Craft Group 
 
 

9 
 
Op Shop 

10 
 
Morning Tea 

11 
 
Op Shop 
 

12 
 
Barefoot Bowls 

13 
 
Morning Tea 
 
DOT 
 
Sewing For 
Charity 

14 
 

Op Shop 

15 
 
Carnival 

16 
 
Op Shop 

17 
 
Morning Tea 

18 
 
Op Shop 
 
 

19 
 
Barefoot Bowls 

20 
 
Morning Tea 
 
Sewing For 
Charity 

21 
 
Op Shop 
 
Council  
Meeting 

22 
 
Craft Group 

23 
 
Op Shop 

24 
 
Morning Tea 

25 
 
Op Shop 
 

26 
 
Barefoot Bowls 

27 
 
Morning Tea 
 
Sewing For 
Charity 

28 
 
Op Shop 

29 
 
Craft Group 

30 
 
Op Shop 

31 
 
Morning Tea 
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